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New Years are times of both retrospection and resolutions for the future. There’s a lot to 
wish for in 2023. A quiet, uneventful, period of consolidation and prosperity would be nice, 
at international, national and local level. Here’s hoping. 

Happy New Year. 

 Clay Pipes  

 

Clay tobacco pipe fragments are a very common find in Tewkesbury gardens and fields, 
demonstrating the popularity of pipe smoking in the days before cigarettes, and long before 
health warnings (though James I was very opposed to smoking and did his best to kill off 
the habit). The Museum has a display of fragments, and many more not on display. 
Complete pipes are very rare, and complete bowls are items which can tell us most. The 
University of Liverpool is the focal point for clay tobacco pipe research in this country and 
houses the National Pipe Archive.  

Clay was used for pipes from the 
beginning, in the sixteenth century, and 
they became common in the seventeenth 
as tobacco became cheaper (including 
locally-grown products). By the 
nineteenth century they were being made 
locally. There were at least two kilns in 
the town by 1875; Mr Brookes’ Pipe 
Factory (location unknown) and the kiln 
operated by Mrs Hodges in Scotts Alley, 
behind her husband’s beer house (now 
the Orange Pig, in the High Street). This 
kiln was, understandably, a constant 
nuisance and concern and the source of 
regular complaints from Dr Allard, who 
was a near neighbour. 

 Pipe moulding was a cottage industry, 
remembered in the name of a cottage in 
Lilley’s Alley. The clay was shaped in a 
mould and the necessary hollows and 
airways fashioned before it was left to dry 
out for several days before being taken 
for baking in the kiln. 

Pipes would last for a couple of years 
with regular cleaning by baking in a bread 
oven to remove the carbon. Broken parts found their way into the buckets collected by the 
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town scavengers; the night soil men, who spread them on the fields with the night soil, 
hence frequent finds remote from habitation. 

 

 Bye Laws 1852  

 

In 1852, the Borough Council’s bye laws (based a national model) were approved by the 
government. They say something about what concerned people back then. Here are the 
second five, which focus on controlling people whilst they are on the streets.   

VI. - That every person who in any of the public streets or thoroughfares of the said borough 
(except in a place lawfully appointed for that purpose,) shall, to the annoyance of the 
inhabitants of passengers, show any caravan containing any animal, or any other show or 
public entertainment, or show or expose any Stallion or Stone Horse, shall, for every such 
offence, forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding Forty Shillings.  

VII. - that every common prostitute or nightwalker, loitering or being in any of the public 
streets or thoroughfares of the said Borough for the purpose of prostitution, or being there 
for the purpose of solicitation, to the annoyance of the inhabitants or passengers, shall, for 
every such offence, forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding Ten Shillings. 

VIII. - That every person who, in any street or public place in the said Borough, shall wilfully 
and indecently expose his person, or who shall behave in any public situation in the said 
Borough so as to expose his person, shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay any sum 
not exceeding Ten Shillings. 

IX. - That every person who, in any of the public streets or thoroughfares of the said 
Borough, shall fly any kite, trundling hoop, or play at any game to the annoyance of the 
inhabitants or passengers, or who shall make or use any slide upon ice or snow to the 
common danger of the passengers, shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay any sum 
not exceeding five shillings. 

X. - That every person who shall stand, loiter or remain on any carriage or footway, in any 
street, lane or public place within the said Borough, without some reasonable or good and 
sufficient cause, so as in any manner to obstruct or incommode, hinder or prevent the free 
passage along any such carriage or footway, shall, for every such offence, for fitting pay any 
sum not exceeding five shillings. 

 

  Ungrateful Mechanicals   

This report about the closure of the Mechanics Institution appeared in the Tewkesbury 
Yearly Register for 1843: 

 At a special meeting of the committee of the Tewkesbury Literary, Scientific and Mechanics' 
Institution, held at the Swan Hotel, the Rev. R. Hepworth, B. A. in the chair, the following 
resolution was unanimously agreed to: "That since it has been found, after a trial of five 
years, to be impracticable to carry on this institution with advantage to the mechanics and 
labouring classes, for whose benefit it was originally designed—it would be inexpedient for 
the committee (with the prospect of greatly diminished resources) any longer to attempt its 
continuance." The furniture, fixtures and books were accordingly disposed of, the committee 
discharged their liabilities, and the society was at once dissolved. It had never answered the 
benevolent purposes for which it was established —mechanics and others, from the first, 
could not be prevailed upon to subscribe; and very few of them appeared to take any 
interest in its success; and when, afterwards, they were freely allowed the use of a well-
furnished and comfortable reading room, adequately supplied with books and periodicals, 
and permitted to attend the lectures gratuitously, they even then looked supinely on, and 



3 
 

neglected to avail themselves of the proffered benefits. The following lectures were 
delivered in the course of the year: 

Four,—On Agricultural Chemistry, by Paris T. Dick, M. D. 

One,—A comparative Estimate of the Effects produced upon Mankind by Military 
Achievements and Philosophical Discovery, by Mr. E. S. Robinson. 

Two,—On the wonderful Structure of Man, his Mechanism, Skill and Intellect, by Mr. R. C. 
Harding. 

One,—A Justification of the Trial, Condemnation and Execution of Mary Queen of Scots, by 
Mr. J. Pitt Tate. 

Two,—On the History of the Infusorial Animalcules, by the Rev. R. Hepworth, B.A. 

The closure must have been premature, because a Mechanics Institute thrived in 
Tewkesbury for many years, with its reading room in the building to the right of the Watson 
Hall’s front door (the ‘ghost’ of the doorway can still be seen) and holding their lectures, on a 
wide range of topics, in what was then the Music Hall. Annual picnics to Bushley attracted 
attendances of sixty or more.  

  Festival of Britain  

 
The Museum has a growing collection of High School magazines (the Library has a 
complete bound set) which contain a lot of interesting recent historical references. This 
piece, written by Jean Burnett of the Lower sixth, recounts a school visit to the Southbank 
exhibition in 1951: 

“On September 21st, at 7 o’clock in the morning, two 
coaches left Tewkesbury High School. Both were 
filled with girls and mistresses off to London for the 
day, happily anticipating the hours ahead.  

We made our way rapidly through Cheltenham, 
Oxford and high Wycombe to the Regents Park 
coach station where Miss Craighead [the 
Headmistress] met us. In a long crocodile some sixty 
strong we then made our way to Regents Park 
underground station. It was a novel, yet pleasing 
experience for some of us to travel by “tube,” and too 
soon, it seemed, we arrived at Waterloo. Ascending 
to daylight once more, we caught our first glimpse of 
the Skylon, the dome of discovery and the various 
pavilions. 

At the Skylon the party split up into groups, all 
determined to see everything. We went first to the 
Dome, crowded with scientific exhibits. And biological 
specimens. In the hot in the house we saw banana 
plants, ginger plants and many other varieties of 
tropical vegetation. From the dome we quickly 
covered as many pavilions as possible. At one 
certain milk bar a number of our party refreshed 
themselves with milk and biscuits, and it now seems 
that this stall was widely patronised by our school! 

In the short time we were there we saw and learned much. We saw hypodermic needles 
being assembled, the latest ideas in furnishings, new schools and even the blood system of 
circulation. We also saw Miss Taylor, the England hockey coach (Who visited us, to coach 

The Skylon 
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hockey, some time ago) instructing some girls from a London school. Then, very weary yet 
pleased with all we had seen, done and heard, we all reassembled at the Skylon, and we 
returned to the coaches, again by tube. 

The return journey was made interesting because we went through the centre of Oxford and 
we were shown the various colleges. By 9 o’clock we were back at school, thoroughly 
refreshed by naps taken between London and Tewkesbury, all talking and chattering noisily, 
to the despair doubtless of a weary staff. 

We had spent a most enjoyable day and had learned much. We should like to thank Miss 
Craighead and the staff for all the arrangements they made for a very memorable day.” 

 

 A Temporary Museum  

 

This article appeared in the Gloucestershire Echo for 23 July 1885: 

Meeting of the Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society. 

The tenth annual meeting of this Society was held on Wednesday, at Tewkesbury and will 
be continued to-day and to-morrow. The programme consisted of a reception by the Mayor 
(Mr. J. H. Boughton) in the Town Hall, and the opening meeting of the Society held under 
the presidency of the retiring president (Rev. Canon Bourne.) — 

The report of the Council was read, and the officers and new members of the Council for the 
coming year elected. The society had to lament the loss by death of one its vice-presidents, 
Mr. J. O. Dent; of Dr. Wright, a member of the Council; of its local secretary at Cheltenham, 
Mr J Middleton; and of many of its subscribing members. The Council nominated the Rev. 
F. S. Forster, Mr. J. H. Middleton and Colonel Forbes as local secretaries for Chipping 
Campden, Cheltenham, and Dursley respectively. The new president (Sir Brook Kay) 
delivered an address. Visits were made to the abbey, under the guidance of the Rev. F. R. 
Carbonell, and to view the interesting examples of domestic architecture, under the 
guidance of Mr. F. Moore.  

A temporary museum was opened in the Council Chamber, where a nice collection of 
portraits in oil was exhibited, including a portrait of Sir Dudley Digges, the first member of 
Parliament for the borough; several pictures of Tewkesbury and neighbourhood, one of the 
Abbey of 150 years ago, and several pictures by Pitt, of bits of old Tewkesbury. Amongst 
the miscellaneous articles were miniatures painted on ivory, old Roman and English gold, 
silver, and copper coins and bronzes; a number of ancient spoons and a silver porringer, 
the old communion cup from the Baptist Chapel, Westmancote, and an Elizabethan chalice. 
Through the kindness of Captain Woodman Hastings, a very interesting relic of Warren 
Hastings was exhibited—a beautifully worked silver vase, standing in an engraved silver 
plateau, set round with square crystal, ornamented with uncut rubies. There were also 
interesting documents, consisting of a manuscript record of the Baptist Church, 
Tewkesbury, date 1655; the minute book of the Cordwainers Society, and the secretary's 
book of the Feofee Charities; copy of the "News Letter," containing an account of the 
advance upon Tewkesbury by General Massie during the Civil War, a specimen 
needlework, rubbings of brasses from churches in the neighbourhood, and the ancient silver 
gilt maces of the Corporation, and the Mayor’s chain of office.  

Papers were read and discussed at the Town Hall in the evening. Excursions will be made 
to-day to Ripple, Upton-on-Severn, Hanley Castle, Severn End, Castle Moreton, Birts 
Moreton, and Pendock. 

The inventory of this ‘Temporary Museum’ was published in the Society’s Transactions that 
year and is appended. There are some fascinating items on the list, which it would be 
interesting to trace.  
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 Museum Talks  

 
The dust has hardly settled on the autumn 2022 series of talks and it’s time to announce the 
spring 2023 series. There is, we hope, a nice mix of topics, and something for everyone. 
Make a note of these dates: 

On 21st February, Patrick Furley will be presenting A Magic Lantern Show, with a real 
magic lantern (not from the museum’s collection), slides of Tewkesbury and a horn 
gramophone! 

On 7th March, Ian Boskett will talk about the Ashchurch to Tewkesbury railway, the town’s 
connection to the main line. Entertainment is guaranteed. 

On 21st March, Steve Goodchild will ramble on about the perennially fascinating life of 
Tewkesbury Inns, Taverns and Beer Houses.     

On 4th April, Linda Pike will present ‘Changing Reels, Changing Roles; Women 
Projectionists in World War 2’, giving an insight into her years of academic research.  

On 18th April, Andrew Crowther will talk about Tewkesbury’s Hospitals and community 
medical services. Andrew was a local GP for many years, author of a history of 
Tewkesbury’s hospitals and was Chair of the Museum Trustees. This is particularly 
appropriate in 2023, the 75th anniversary of the NHS. 

The venue will again be the Baptist Church, with talks commencing at 7.00.                               

 Secrets Revealed  

 
Gloucestershire Heritage Hub is starting a monthly series of ‘leisurely lunchtime learning’ 
sessions for those who are new to learning about the past and for those passionate about 
history and keen to expand their knowledge on a given subject in a focused session. They 
go under the name of ‘Secrets Revealed’.  

The first is on Wednesday 25th January and is titled ‘If Walls Could Talk’. The ‘blurb’ says: 

Castle or cottage; villa or farmhouse; town or country - whatever its size, age or location, 
your house will have a history.  Whether you will be able to find out much about it is another 
question – for as with all historical research a great deal will depend upon what has 
survived.  This presentation will start you off in the process by providing examples of things 
that you can use to help – we’ll look at the use of visual evidence (what you can see by 
looking at your house and dating features through architectural evidence), archival evidence 
(information provided by old maps, plans, deeds, planning records, taxation and sales 
particulars), evidence of former occupiers (diaries, census returns, electoral registers and 
photographs etc), oral evidence (by talking to people who recall things to do with the house 
and its former inhabitants, which is often overlooked) and, if the house happens to be on an 
ancient site, archaeological evidence.  There is much that you can look at and hopefully 
much you can learn. 

It’s tailor made for Tewkesbury! To book, use this link  

 Other Local Events  

 

On Thursday 12th January, at 7.30 The Civic Society have a presentation about Dr John 
Wall, the Founder of Worcester Porcelain, given by Miriam Harvey. It will be in the Old 
Baptist Chapel, in Church Street. 

https://www.heritagehub.org.uk/events/secrets-revealed-if-walls-could-talk/
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On Wednesday 18th January, at 7.30 in the Library, Steve will be talking about pubs 
breweries and brewers, in advance of the Winter Ale Festival.  

 2022 Alley Walks  

 
Through 2022 we guided 26 ‘public’ walks with 404 walkers, raising £202 each for the 
Museum and the Alleycats project. There will be another programme of fortnightly walks 
through 2023, starting on Sunday 8th, at 2.30pm at the entrance to Warder’s Alley. 

 Piff’s Elm  

 
December. 20th 1844. — The celebrated large and lofty elm tree, called Piff's Elm, which 
stood on the edge of the turnpike road, immediately in front of the Swan or Piff's Elm Inn, 
[Now the Gloucester Old Spot] and nearly opposite to Bodington Manor House, about 
midway between Tewkesbury and Cheltenham, was sold by auction, by Messrs. Moore and 
Weaver, for the sum of thirteen pounds. This noble tree, which had been for ages a subject 
of admiration, and in magnitude had no parallel in this part of the kingdom, was claimed by 
the Dean and Chapter of Westminster, as lords of the manor of Elmstone Hard wick, and 
also by John Blagdon, Esq. as lord of the manor of Bodington—it having always been 
considered as a landmark between the two parishes; and it was at length settled that the 
proceeds of the sale should be equally divided between the parties. Time had shorn this 
remarkable tree of many of its ponderous limbs, a few of its uppermost branches were 
dead, and altogether it appeared to be fast hastening to decay—still it was magnificent in its 
ruins; and its wealthy proprietors ought to have suffered it to remain rooted in the earth, as a 
memento of bygone days, and as an interesting ornament to the surrounding country. Mr. 
William Crook, of Hasfield, was the purchaser, and a fortunate speculation it proved. It 
produced upwards of five hundred feet of perfectly sound and fine timber, and had it not 
been despoiled by the storms of winter of a large portion of its massive limbs, it was 
calculated that it would have measured at least three hundred feet more.  

Planks from this venerable tree were eagerly sought after by many of the neighbouring 
gentry; these have since been converted into tables for halls, and other articles of furniture; 
and numerous snuff boxes were manufactured from its branches by Mr. Crook, and 
disposed of as presents among his friends and neighbours. 

 John Rogers  

 
It may have been his age, but John’s view of life is very pessimistic and gloomy. It isn’t 
possible to reproduce the entirety of January so here he sees the New Year in, and 
recounts life in 1903 up to twelfth night. He is obsessed with tragedy, 

The text has been transcribed by Wendy. The spelling and grammar are Mr Rogers’. 
Wendy’s translations, explanations or comments are in italics in square brackets. 

December 31st: New Years Eve and the Bells are ringing. A muff [muffled] peal to mourn 
over the loss of the old year. 

Time like an everlasting stream bears all her sons away 

They fly forgotten as a dream dies at the opening day 

I visited Widow Wise and Widow Anderson and poor John Purser who is going to bury his 
wife in the Cemetery tomorrow 

January 1st 1903: Dull day but a usual sort of day for the winter till. 
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They buried Mrs John Purser today in the cemetery. John Purser went to the funeral in a 
coutch and attended the Service in the Cemetery Chapel but he could [not] walk to the 
grave to hear the Service there so he stopped in the Chapel till after the Service at the 
[grave] and called for him and brought him home 

Mrs Bayliss of Providence was also buryed in the Cemetery today 

New Year's Day was a day of sadness for the husbands of those dear departed ones. I was 
very unwell all the day and did not leave my home. I hope the day will be a lesson to me to 
draw from me grateful thanks to Almighty God for his merciful goodness to me 

January 2nd: Rather cold and dull. I did not leave home as I was unwell and paid no visits to 
any of my neighbours so it was a quiet day for me 

January 3rd: The morning was fine and the sun shone bright till about 10 o'clock when it 
became dark and cloudy and there came on a heavy thunder storm with vivid lightning and 
a heavy hail storm which lasted some time but rain fell at different parts of the day 

January 4th: Sunday. A very damp and dull morning and rain some parts of the day. 
Through the mercy of my God I finds I go to Chapel this morning. The Minister in his sermon 
commented upon Paul's address to Timothy where Paul said 

I am now ready to be offered and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought of a 
good fight. I have finished my course. I have kept the faith. Henceforth there a crown of 
Righteousness which the Lord the Righteous Judge shall give at that day and not to me only 
but all them that love his appearing and then the Minister went on to say that all the true 
servants of Christ will have the Crown of Glory if they follow in footsteps of Christ who hath 
left us an example that we should follow in his footsteps 

I went to the Brethrens Meeting at 3 o'clock in the afternoon and to the Baptist Chapel at 
night then commemorated Christ's last supper at the close of the Service 

I visited John Purser whose wife died a few days ago he seems very downhearted at her 
loss but we must all submit to these losses 

January 5th: A very wet night and rained all day and likely to last through the night. Water is 
rising very fast the water is over many of the meadows round the Town and Neighbourhood 

January 6th: A very fine day. It being so took a walk this morning some distance along the 
Ledbury Road and back. I called at the Water Works and looked round for sometime and 
held some conversation with Mr Wethan [Wathen?] till half past 12 o'clock then started to 
come home and I called on a poor man called Pitman and a blind Widow named Anderson. 

A fire broke out at the Town Hall just after 6 o'clock this evening. It seems that one of the 
Gas Brackets gave way and set fire to some drapery and caused very great alarm so as the 
Fire Engine was got into readiness for action 

 Past Tewkesbury  

 

A Tewkesbury guide book from 1902/3 contains a series of sixty full-page advertisements 
for Tewkesbury businesses, most with photographs of the premises.  

137 High Street, now Café au Chocolat, is one of those buildings whose brick front hides a 
much older timber-framed structure, dating, probably, to the fifteenth century. 

Early in the nineteenth century, Mr Richardson’s furniture and carpet warehouse moved out, 
and W Merret, Grocer, moved in. This business was short-lived, and was replaced, in 1818, 
by Thomas and John Crump, Drapers, Hatters and Tea dealers. They, though, became 
bankrupt. 
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In 1849, Edward Moore, chemist and druggist, moved in. He established a partnership with 
Joseph Wigginton, which allowed him to pursue his other interests, as inventor and 
stocking-frame factory owner.  It marked the beginning of a long period as a chemist’s shop. 
After Moore and Wigginton came Francis Allis, then George Barlow followed by CA Coles. 
In 1941, Boots the Chemists took over the business, and stayed there until their new 
premises was opened in Bishop’s Walk.  

After several more uses, it settled into a new role as an independent coffee shop. Spookily, 
the present proprietor had been told that Mrs Barlow’s ghost still inhabited the house and 
was surprised to learn that not only had it once been Barlow’s Chemists but that in 1919 
Sarah Barlow had died on the premises. A more rational explanation is that this is a local 
folk memory of a memorable lady.    

 CONTRIBUTIONS  

This newsletter is intended for supporters of the Museum. It is confined to local history, the 
background to items in the museum collection and things which the compiler thinks are 
interesting. I hope you also find them interesting! 

Contributions are very welcome, and will add to the range and variety of topics covered. If 
you have a few minutes to type up something you’re researched, or even to suggest a topic 
which might be of general interest, please email info@tewkesburymuseum.org . 

The circulation of this email is to a list which has not been updated for a while. If you no 
longer want to be on that list, just reply to this email with ‘UNSUBSCRIBE’ in the subject 
box. 

 

  

mailto:info@tewkesburymuseum.org
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(Downloaded from https://www.bgas.org.uk/resources/bgas-

resources/search-past-transactions ) 

 

 

 

From the Transactions of the 

Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society 

Catalogue of Exhibits in Temporary Museum, Tewkesbury 
1885-86, Vol. 10, 161-167 

© The Society and the Author(s) 

https://www.bgas.org.uk/resources/bgas-resources/search-past-transactions
https://www.bgas.org.uk/resources/bgas-resources/search-past-transactions
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