Tewkesbury
2022 u“sem

Sepperter’s

B i April 2023
Newsletter

IR 1 110
mmn BN
-

April, and all the signs of spring are here, reflected in the changed opening hours of the
Museum. We’'re in for some interesting times as the biggest investment the museum has
seen for many years is embarked upon.

Feofee Book

The Giles Geast account books contain notes of ‘interesting occurrences’ for the years in
which the accounts were written. A summary of these appears in James Bennett’s ‘History
of Tewkesbury (Chapter 23). There are no records for the years between 1745 and 1770,
but now some of the gaps can be filled. Wendy has been working through the newly-
discovered missing records and this is what was recorded for 1763 and 1764:

March 22" 1763 — Peace proclaimed at
London with France and Spain

December 2" — A most violent storm of
wind and rain which did great damage in
London and other parts of ye Kingdom,
about which time began a Flood at
Tewkesbury which continued 11 weeks or
thereabouts

September 28" 1764 — Mrs Ruscombe and
her maid were most barbarously murdered
at her house in College Green Bristol in the
open Day by persons unknown who robbed
ye house and carried away money to a
considerable amount

November 6" — An Earthquake felt at
Oxford and parts adjacent about 4 o'clock in
ye morning

1899: A Parachute Descent

Miss Maud Brookes, the lady parachutest. who made a successful balloon ascent and
parachute descent on Monday, in connection with Tewkesbury Regatta, descended near
Forthampton Church. She fell into a tree, from which she was removed with the aid of
ladder. Her descent was delayed in consequence of her being unable to release the cord
communicating with the valve, which had become wet and swollen where the knot was tied.
The balloon was found on Tuesday at Mathon, near Malvern.
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Bye Laws 1852

In 1852, the Borough Council’s bye laws (based a national model) were approved by the
government. They say something about what concerned the authorities back then. This set
are the last of the general rules about not being a nuisance. Next, we’ll be on the topical
bye-laws about street cleaning and refuse.

That every person who in or near any street, passage, or other public place within the
borough of Tewkesbury, shall be guilty of any of the following offences, shall be liable to a
penalty of not more than £5, no less than one shilling for every such offence, besides costs,
(that is to say):-

XXI. - Every person who shall beat or shake any carpet, rug, or Mat, or any soot bag or
sack, (except doormats before eight in the morning).

XXII. - Every person having the care of any cart or carriage and not using reins, who shall
ride on the shaft, or any horse or other animal drawing the same, or who shall not be in
attendance on the near side of the horse or horses, or other animal or animals drawing such
a cart or carriage, so as to have complete and immediate control over every such horse or
animal by means of the bridle or reins, or who shall not keep the same on the left or near
side of the road, except in cases of actual necessity, or some sufficient reason for deviation,
or shall wilfully prevent any person from passing in any carriage under his care, or in any
manner wilfully, or by negligence, or misbehaviour prevent or hinder the free passage of any
carriage, or any of her Majesty subjects.

XXIII. - Every person who without the consent of the owner or occupier shall write upon,
soil, or deface, or mark any building, wall, fence, or pale with chalk or paint, or in any other
Way whatsoever.

XXIV. - Every person who shall wantonly discharge any firearms, or throw or discharge any
stone, snow, or other missile, to the damage or danger of any person, or make any bonfire
or throw or set fire to any fireworks, or carry, expose, or burn an effigy.

XXV. - Every person who shall maliciously or wantonly pulldown, deface, or damage any
public authorised notice affixed upon a door, or against any public or private building, or any
boards where on any such notice shall be put or painted.

XXVI. - Every occupier of the house whose chimney shall be set on fire by reason of his
neglect or default.

XXVII. - Every person who shall use as a covering to any cellar, vault, coal hole, or other
underground apartment, any iron, wood, or other underground apartment not properly
roughed; and every occupier of a house who, to the danger of passengers in any
thoroughfare, shall leave open any vault or cellar therein, or the entrance from any
thoroughfare to any cellar or room under ground, without a sufficient fence or handrail; or
leave in a dilapidated or dangerous state the door, window, or other covering of any fault or
cellar, or who shall not sufficiently fence any area, pit, or sewer left open in or adjoining any
thoroughfare, or shall leave open any such area, pit, or sewer without a sufficient light after
sunset, to warn and prevent persons from falling therein.

Waxwork Displays

It wasn'’t a big part of nineteenth century life, but Mme Tussaud didn’t have a monopoly on
the waxwork business. There Mop Fair always seemed to feature a display, usually of
something gruesome, and travelling displays often featured in local life, frequently for a
charitable purpose. The town even seemed to have its own travelling show, with Mr
Hathaway. Here are a few waxwork memories. The odd thing about Mrs Jarley’s display



seems to be that her waxworks were living people who stood very still, originating from a
Charles Dickens character in ‘the Old Curiosity Shop’.

WANTED: A steady Sober MAN, to travel with and

undertake the Management and Superintendence of

an extensive CABINET of WAXWORK, Proper

Assistance and Instructions will be given.

For Particulars apply to William Hathaway, Barton-

Street, Tewkesbury, if by letter, post-paid.
Gloucester Journal - 20 February 1815

Imposition: A man is going about the country
exhibiting an ornamental collection of wax-work, the
principal feature of which is a doll with moving eyes.
He states the value to be £2. and solicits
subscriptions of 1s each for the disposal of it by a
raffle ; he fixes a time and place for the raffle, but
after selling as many tickets as he can he decamps.
Hereford Journal - 20 February 1828

ALLSOP'S DISSOLVING VIEWS AND WAX-
WORK EXHIBITION: The proprietor of this excellent
exhibition has this week added to the numerous
attractions before offered to the public a beautiful
set of dissolving views. From the list we have seen
and what we have heard of the dissolving views, we
have no doubt they will afford great satisfaction.
Cheltenham Journal - Monday 23 September 1850

"Waxwork" Exhibition. —On Thursday evening an
exhibition, announced as "Mrs. Jarley's waxworks,"
was held in the Philharmonic-hall, Tewkesbury, and
attracted a crowded audience. The “figures" were a
number of ladies and gentlemen representing
various celebrated characters, and "Mrs Jarley"
proved to be Mr. E. H Edgell, to whose energy the
success of the undertaking was due. The exhibition
was on behalf of the Working Men's Club.

Gloucester Citizen - 12 January 1883
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THE ORIGINAL & FAR-FAMED

MRS. JARLEY

AS great pleasure in announcing 1o the Nobility,
Clergy, Gentry, and inhabitants of Tewkesbury
and the neighbourhood that she intends to Exhibit her

STUPENDOUS AND UNRIVALLED

Collection of Waxworks,
AT THE BAZAAR,
In the Assembly Room, at the Town Hall,

on
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY, NOV, 30th, and DEO. ist.

Mrs. JanLey has determined 1o submit to the admiving
gaze of the public on these oceasins

— An entirely New Set of Figures|—

Collected at imm pense, and illust the
Manners & Customs of Many Ages and Many

All the Figures ave guaranteed to be Life Size and Life-
Like, and will comprise some of the choicest apecimens
JSrom the Chamber of Beauty, Chamber of Horvors,

Hustorical Chamber, § Chamber of Mysteries.

RES WILL BE EXHIBITED
T R N MALP.PANT sivEn 08 EVAKING

ADMISSION :  Front Seats, Nine-pence.
Back Beata, Bixpence.

THE ORIGINAL & FAR-FAMED

MRS. JARLEY
H

AS in announcing to the Nobility,
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An Abbey treasure found

The Windsor and Eton Express, January 1866, reported that ‘A gold cross and chain have
been dug up at Clare Castle, Suffolk, supposed to be the one presented originally to

Tewkesbury Abbey in 1235 and alleged to contain portions of the flesh, blood, bones and

hairs of certain saints, a part of the beam to which our Lord’s cross was fastened and a
piece of stone from Mount Calvary’. The de Clares of Clare Castle were also Lords of
Tewkesbury, until 1315, so maybe someone had ‘borrowed’ 1t?
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Shenton’s Picture Palace

Linda’s enthusiasm for all things cinema has rubbed off a little, and cinema is planned to be
the theme of the museum’s contribution to Heritage Open Days. This has led to curiosity
about the cinema which predated the Sabrina.

It appears that after the interest of the town was piqued by travelling shows and circuses
bringing cinematic displays, Tewkesbury’s pioneer of moving pictures was Noel Shenton.
His first ‘picture palace’ was somewhere in the Oldbury Road, and a temporary
arrangement. In June 1912 the first purpose-built cinema opened. This was built on the site
of Thomas Walker’s Oldbury Road factory (now the ambulance station site) which had
burned down four years earlier.

A notable film shown in 1920 was ‘John Halifax Gentleman’, featuring Peggy Hyland as
Ursula March as well as local streets, Warder's Alley, St. Mary's Lane, the Abbey Mill and
the Old Hat Shop. That would be an interesting film to rediscover!

Amazingly, history repeated itself, because in December 1932 the Picture Palace also
burned down! Why was never established. The fire started at 10.30pm, half an hour after
the last performance. The seat of the fire was in the front stalls, it was said. A dropped fag?
Two films, ‘Adios’ and ‘Too Young to Marry’ were totally destroyed.

- AShol;ton’s N;QV Vl;léi:uro Pa.laco,
THE OLDBURY, TEWKESBURY,

PICTURE PALACE
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THE ARCHITECTS' CONCEPTION OF THE APPEARANCE OF THE NEW
CINEMA,

Very soon there were competing plans for a new cinema in town. The first proposal, to
convert FC Martin’s shop at 104 High Street, came to naught and was followed by a plan
to demolish 89, 90 and 91 High Street and the properties behind them. Next, and the plan
which was adopted, was to demolish 81 and 82 High Street.

Mr Shenton was initially involved in the plans for this site but he seems to have
disappeared from Tewkesbury because there was no further reference to him once the
plans were approved. The developer and owner was Mr Weight, a specialist in cinemas,
from Penarth.

Collins and Godfrey were awarded the contract to build the Sabrina, for £10,000, in
December 1933.

The grand opening was on May 5™ 1934, with a showing of ‘Falling for You’, starring Jack

Hulbert and Cecily Courtneidge. The projectionist was Mr Guy, who had two (male)
assistants.



Talks to date in this season have all been well attended and succesful, though the
projection equipment less so. In March we learned about the railway from Ashchurch. then
some of Tewkesbury’s many drinking venues. April has started with the little-known story of
the challenges which women faced in working as cinema projectionists, especially in peace
time. We have plenty of variety!

Our last talk for the spring is on Tuesday 18" April, Dr Andrew Crowther will talk about
Tewkesbury’s Hospitals and community medical services. Andrew was a Tewkesbury GP
for many years and author of a history of Tewkesbury’s hospitals. He was once Chair of the
Museum Trustees, responsible for the acquisition of the fairground models. His talk is
particularly appropriate in 2023, which is the 75" anniversary of the NHS.

His booklet about the history of Tewkesbury’s hospitals will be available to buy on the
evening, the cost being a donation to the Hospital League of Friends.

The venue is the Baptist Church, with talks commencing at 7.00. Tea and cake will be
served afterwards. Our next talks series will start in the autumn. Suggestions for topics and
speakers are welcomed.

Other People’s Talks

The Civic Society’s talks have ended for this season and will restart in the autumn, moving
from the Old Baptist Chapel to the Library.

The next Historical Society talk is on Thursday 20" April, at 7.45 in the Methodist Church.
The topic is ‘A Bengal Merchant’.

Not a talk, but the Historical Society’s new bulletin is now on sale, packed with interesting
local history for all tastes. Copies can be obtained from Alison’s Bookshop

Conservation and storage suppliers PEL have regular on-line talks which are recorded and
are available to view. There’s a growing library of conservation subjects which can be

viewed HERE.
All Among The Barley

On the afternoon of Saturday, on the strength of information received that something
wonderful was to be witnessed in the neighbourhood of Chance Street, we made our way
thither: At the railway crossing a crowd was gathered, watching the operation of a gang of
navvies who were busily engaged at the bottom of an excavation some 13 or 14 feet deep,
which had been made in the centre of the roadway. extracting large masses of fine barley
from the sewage pipes. The grain was pitched to the surface, and such as escaped being
blown away or trampled about was put In heaps on the pathway. The work was pursued
with such a determination that we eagerly Jumped at the hopeful conclusion that our worthy
Surveyor had at last struck a mine of wealth, which would prove an antidote to all
complaints of excessive rates for generations to come, and was determined to make the
most of It, and as eagerly as we had Jumped to the conclusion, so did we seek a verification
of our hopes, and assurance of the inexhaustible nature of the supply. But instead of that,
we found the following particulars of what led to this occurrence.

In the large malthouse in Station Street, worked by Messrs Thomas, is a large cistern in
which the barley is steeped previous to being spread on the floor, and at the bottom of It is
an arrangement of tilework through which the water drawn off. The cistern on Friday last
was occupied by some 13 sacks of fine malting barley, and late in the day on the apparatus
being arranged to run off the water. the attendants were dismayed to find that the grain was
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https://www.preservationequipment.com/catalogue/department.aspx?node_id=a827fde0-920b-40d3-955e-afce00e9ac28&ou=%2fblog%2fblog-posts%2fblog-categories%2fconservation-webinars

going off at an enormous rate with the water, and in the course of very a very few minutes
nearly all of it had disappeared. The first glance at the bottom of the tank revealed the
cause, by exposing a portion of the tilework broken away and thus some 30 to 35 bushels of
the grain had floated off down the connecting drain, towards the main sewer, which
traverses the centre of the Oldbury Back Road and Chance Street.

Signs were not slow to show themselves that the sewer was choked: the gang of men we
have previously spoken of were set to work, and on their digging down to the pipes and
effecting an opening they found them completely filled up with the barley for some 30 or 40
yards. So urgent was the matter that the men were kept at work during the whole of
Sunday, and by Tuesday the expensive undertaking of clearing and replacing the pipe was
effected, and the matter set right again.

So far so good; but what of the “Ripe and Golden Barley?” Had the delicate aroma acquired
by the additional steeping improved Its flavour and tone as a pork producer, or does it still
luxuriate in all the stimulating properties necessary for XXX?

- Tewkesbury Register - 21 April 1877

Alley Strolls

The programme of fortnightly Sunday alley strolls continues, with the next walks on Sunday
16" (Barton Street alleys) and 30" (Church Street alleys). They start at 2.30, from the High
Street at the bottom of Warder’s Alley.

Fishing for Votes

Elections used to be heated, and sometimes riotous events and the Representation of the
People Act of 1867, extending the vote to skilled working men, added a lot more hazards to
public declarations of votes. Retribution came from unexpected sources, as this report from
the Cheltenham Mercury in 1869 shows.

At the Tewkesbury County Court on Friday, before Mr. Sumner, Judge, an action was
brought by Mr. B. T. Moore (agent for Mr. Dowdeswell, M.P.), against Thomas Rice and
John Rice, the younger fishermen, to recover 40s., as damages for a trespass on Sandy
Tump, in the Severn Ham, at Tewkesbury. Mr. Thomas Taynton, solicitor, of Gloucester,
appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. Corbet, Kidderminster, for the defendant. It appears that
the Tewkesbury fishermen have been in the habit of landing their nets on Sandy Tump,
which is in the Severn itself, and overflowed sometimes by the water, for more than 100
years, and have never paid anything for the right of doing so, or been interfered with by
anyone. The defendants are Liberals, who voted at the last election for the Liberal
candidate, and the feeling is prevalent in the neighbourhood that this had something to with
the proceedings taken against them. Great interest was manifested in the case, and the
court was crowded. Plaintiff's case, however, broke down from inability to prove that the
defendants trespassed, as alleged, on the day named, and the question of right was not
gone into. Plaintiff was non-suited, and the costs of the defendants and their withesses were
allowed. The action will, no doubt, be re-entered, and the question of right will then be
raised.

The Ballot Act. 1872, introduced secret ballots to try to stop this sort of abuse, amongst
other things.

[A trial is non-suited when, in the judge's opinion, there is no evidence has been presented
which could prove the plaintiff's case.]
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W J Gardner’s Tewkesbury guide book from 1902/3 contains a series of sixty full-page
advertisements for Tewkesbury businesses, most with photographs of the premises.
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PURE COCOA  CHOGOLATE

Established move than Half-a-Century.

W. 4. WILKIKS,

GROCER AND TEA DEALER
e
BAKER and CONFECTIONER,

537, Barton Street, CCewFaesf)ury.

INNER of a Prize, and Holder of the Diploma or
“Certificate of Excellence” in the Hovis Loaf
Competition, September 19o1. BREAD of the Best
and Uniform in Quality, always supplied and delivered
to Order Huntley and Palmer’s, and Peak, Frean and
Co.’s BISCUITS.

LEY
Sharps, Bran, and Meals of all kinds !
Maize, Barley, Oats, Beans, and Peas !
At the Lowest Market Prices !

e G

Fresh Sausages during the Winter Months.
g R

Noted House for Home-Cured HAMS and BACON, and
LARD of the Finest Quality.

& TEA and PICNIC PARTIES CATERED FOR.

Country Ovders by Post ov otherwise veceive prompt attention.

57, Barton Street, ‘Old Timbers’, hasn’t changed a great deal since 1903. The render has
been removed from the shop building to expose the timbers and a ‘period’ window has
replaced the sash. The adjoining building has been painted.

It was a baker’s shop long before 1903. The first baker we have a record of is John Fincher,

who was recorded in the1841 census, aged 60. Probably Fincher’s Alley which used to be
beside the building was named after him. Working for him and living with him, was a young




baker, John Gardner Lugg. John Gardner had married the boss’s eldest daughter, Anne, in
1839. He took over the business from his father-in-law in 1842. In due time, his son
Ebenezer inherited the business.

Ebenezer was active in politics for the liberal cause, and got into trouble over ‘corrupt
practices’ (buying meals and drinks for voters) in the 1880 general election, when a court
ruled that Mr W.E. Price had won unfairly and the election had to be re-run, being won this
time by R. B. Martin.

Ebenezer didn’t marry and in 1892 his foreman, William Henry Wilkins took over the
business. It is his advertisement which appeared in 1903.

Mr Wilkins was succeeded by his son, also William Henry, in 1922, though it was his
daughter Nellie who was the public face of the business, serving behind the counter until
her retirement at 74. The Wilkins family provided the pig roast for the Mop Fair, and it was
Mr Wilkins’ token stall that kept the memory of the Mop alive through the war years.

In 1951, Wilkins’s shop moved to 12 Barton Street (now Hing Wah takeaway) and at least
five generations of baking at No. 57came to an end. It became Blackburn’s antique shop.

In 1961, Mr and Mrs Blackburn retired and for a while Chick Sayers’ betting shop occupied
the building before he moved to East Street and Tewkesbury Motor Spares moved in. to be
replaced recently by ‘Bikes and Bits’.

An interesting history for an interesting building.

CONTRIBUTIONS

This newsletter is written for supporters of the Museum. It is confined to local history, the
background to items in the museum collection and things which the compiler thinks are
interesting. | hope you also find them interesting!

Contributions are very welcome, and will add to the range and variety of topics covered. If
you have a few minutes to type up something you're researched, or even to suggest a topic
which might be of general interest, please email info@tewkesburymuseum.org .

The circulation of this email is to a list which has not been updated for a while. If you no
longer want to be on that list, just reply to this email with ‘UNSUBSCRIBE’ in the subject
box.
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