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Another era has ended, the leaking roof and collapsed ceiling era! We can only wait in 
anticipation to see our newly-repaired building, now encased in more scaffold than any 
other building in the town and in the hands of a local contractor for a few months. 
Meanwhile, we have a small display in the Town Hall, with an opportunity to familiarise 
ourselves with the lives of the Tewkesbury worthies in the portraits on the council chamber 
walls. 
 

 Paying for a Fire  

 
Here are two sides of a story. Who was on the moral high ground? These were both paid-for 
insertions in the paper. 
 
Gloucester Journal - Monday 22 February 1796 

IMPERTINENCE FROM INNKEEPER TO AN OFFICER OF THE SIXTH REGIMENT OF 
FOOT, COMMANDED BY HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE WILLIAM 

ON Friday the 19th inst. A person of the name of BOLTON, landlord of the STAR and 
GARTER INN, Tewkesbury, was convicted before Mr. Fowke, Clark of the Peace of the 
town, in the penalty of forty shillings, for presuming to charge an Officer, billeted on his 
house, for fire and lodging, (contrary to the Act of Parliament) accompanied with abusive 
and impertinent language to the said Officer on refusing to comply with so improper a 
demand.  

The Money was applied to the use of the Poor of the Parish. 
 
Gloucester Journal - Monday 07 March 1796 

A SUBALTERN OFFICER, of the 6th Regiment of Infantry, having caused an Advertisement 
to be inserted in the Gloucester Journal of Monday the 19th instant, with a manifest 
intention to injure the Star and Garter Inn, in this town, where the said Officer was 
quartered. 

T. BOLTON, Landlord of the said Inn, in vindication of his character and conduct in the 
matter alluded to, respectfully submits his statement to the public exactly as it occurred. The 
said Officer was billeted on the Star and Gaiter for two nights, on each of which he ordered 
a Fire in his bed-room, which was put accordingly: and during the whole time he was in the 
town, neither spent, or caused to be spent, anything the house; and therefore on his 
departure was charged for the extra fire in his Bed-room, but not for Lodging as he 
FALSELY asserts.  

In respect to what he deems “abusive and impertinent language," in consequence of his 
refusal to pay the said charge - If Officers deviate so far from their professional character, to 
insult a man his own house, with the most abusive and scurrilous language, exclusive of a 
desire (did not the law prevent it) "to run a sword into his guts”. What Landlord, or other 
person, could tamely submit to such an occasion, without retaliation! 
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Every attention will always be paid to the friends and supporters of the Star and Garter; and 
T. BOLTON humbly hopes and believes, that gentlemen who know him, will not impute to 
him a want of proper respect and obedience to his customers on all occasions.  

Dated February 26, 1796.  
 

 Past Tewkesbury  

 

 

W J Gardner’s Tewkesbury guide book from 1902/3 contains a series of sixty full-page 
advertisements for Tewkesbury businesses, most with photographs of the premises.  

 

 

When development of the Oldbury Field started, from about 1815, some of the first houses 
were in the area of Jeynes Row and Gravel Walk. In 1828, Thomas Player bought the plot 
of land upon which the Albion stands, and a row of three cottages were built on it. One of 
these became a beerhouse and over the years it expanded to incorporate the other two, 
which can be clearly seen from the rear.  

By 1845 the landlord was Morrison Hodges, beerhouse keeper and bargeman (all the early 
landlords had another job). He was succeeded by George Grubb, who also ran a currier 
business in the Oldbury. George applied to the magistrates for a spirit licence in 1859 and 
was turned down. He tried again, every year until 1864, when his application, with the 
support of forty or so of the farmers who attended the adjacent market, was finally 
successful, because the Sun, knocked down to create Sun Street, had surrendered theirs. 
The ‘1664’ date emblazoned on the front façade celebrates this event, not the founding of 
the pub. 

On Mr Grubb’s death his widow ran the business, until 1897, when the Maynards took over. 
John Maynard was manager of the Co-op, so Florence Maynard was landlady, for forty 
years. It is her name 0n the advertisement.  

The Albion looks very similar today to 1903, from the front at least, though Showell’s ales 
are no longer served. Business has changed considerably, with the loss of the farmers 
visiting the market and the demolition of the alleys to create the Bishops Walk complex 
taking away the pub’s base clientele.  
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 Museum Visiting in 1801  

 
To all lovers of Philosophy, Natural Curiosities and Antiquities 

The present proprietor of the valuable and extensive MUSEUM of the late Dr GREEN, of 
Lichfield, wishing to gratify his friends and all Admirers of the liberal Arts and Sciences, 
informs the Public, that all Gentlemen and Ladies are at Liberty to view the above Museum, 
gratis; every Thursday, from Nine till Three o’clock, at Bromsberrow Place, near Gloucester. 

The Collection consists of Natural and Artificial Curiosities, numerous Sorts of Fossils and 
Shells, various Articles from the newly-discovered Islands, presented by the late 
circumnavigator, Captain Cook; an uncommon Roman Alter Clock, many Hundreds of 
Coins, Gold, Silver, and Copper, curious Mechanical, Optical, Medical, and Philosophical 
Machines; rare Birds, Quadrupeds, and Insects; beautifully preserved, &c. 

The late Owner and Collector was 30 Years in completing it, and the late Dr Johnson and 
Sir Ashron Lever deemed it the second Museum in the Kingdom. 

         April 20.                                                                                   W. H, YATE. 

Descriptive Catalogues may be had at Gloucester, and of the Owner of the Museum, in the course of 
a week, Price 2s. – All visitors to the Museum are requested by the Proprietor to insert their Names in 
a book, and not to touch or remove any Article. 

 

 Gloucester’s 1483 Charter  

 
In 1483, the newly-crowned King Richard III journeyed to Oxford, Gloucester, Tewkesbury, 
Worcester and Warwick. The Burgesses of Gloucester petitioned for a new Town Charter. 
The last clause says: 

We wish also that, whereas the burgesses and inhabitants of the town of Tewkesbury and 
their ancestors and predecessors from time immemorial have been quit by land and sea of 
toll, custom, pavage, murage, pontage, passage, keyage, lastage, pickage, stickage, 
stallage, pannage and all other customs in Gloucester and its liberty, they may continue to 
be quit of the said dues forever and without contradiction, notwithstanding anything to the 
contrary in any grants of us, our ancestors or predecessors, to the burgesses of the town of 
Gloucester. 

Tewkesbury is the only town granted this valuable privilege by the charter. 

 

 Bye Laws 1852  

 

In 1852, the Borough Council’s bye laws (based a national model) were approved by the 
government. They say something about what concerned the authorities back then.  

These clauses are the last of the bye laws, dealing with the health and offensiveness 
problems around nightsoil, and the emptying of privies. 

 

XIV. - No nightsoil, sewage, or other contents of any cesspool, nor any other noxious or 
offensive matter shall be conveyed through any street or thoroughfare within the district, 
between the hours of five in the morning and twelve in the evening, or at any time except 
in carts properly covered, and secured against any escape of the contents thereof, or any 
issue of offensive smells from the same, to the satisfaction of the Inspector of Nuisances. 

 XV. - No person shall empty, or assist in emptying any privy, water closet, cesspool, or 
similar receptacle of offensive matter, within the district without the use of such 
deodorisers, and the employment of such other means of preventing disagreeable or 
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hurtful effects therefrom, as shall be directed by the Inspector of Nuisances, by order 
under his hand, or by order of the Local Board through any other of their officers. 

XVI. - In case any privy, water closet, or cesspool, within the district, shall be in a foul or 
offensive state, so as to require cleansing or emptying, and notice under the hand of the 
Inspector of Nuisances shall be given to, or left at the place of abode or business of the 
occupier of the premises wherein such privy, water closet, or cesspool, may be situate, or 
of any householder entitled to use of the same, requiring such occupier or householder, to 
cleanse or empty the same within a time to be therein mentioned, (not being less than 
three clear days from the delivery of such notice) and such occupier or householder shall 
neglect or omit to comply with such notice, then, and in every such case, the occupier or 
householder to, or for, whom such notice shall have been given or left, as aforesaid, shall, 
on every such neglect or omission, forfeit and pay such sum as shall be hereinafter 
provided; and the filth or soil of the said water closet, privy, or cesspool, may forthwith, 
after the expiration of such notice, be removed by the Inspector of Nuisances, or any 
persons acting under his order or direction. 

XVII. - If in the course of emptying any privy, water closet, or cesspool, or of removing any 
night soil or other matter therefrom, any of such night soil or other matter should be 
dropped, spilled, or slopped in any street, passage, highway, or thoroughfare, within the 
district, The person or persons who are engaged in affecting such emptying or removal, 
shall well and carefully sweep and cleanse the place on which the said night soil or other 
matter shall have been dropped, spilled, or slopped as aforesaid, and shall effectually 
remove such sweeping therefrom, within the hours hereinbefore limited for such emptying 
and removal as aforesaid. 

XVIII. - No cart, wagon, or carriage, used for the purpose of receiving and removing of the 
night soil or other matter, from any water closet, privy, or cesspool, shall be suffered to 
stand or remain in any public street, passage, highway, or thoroughfare, for any longer 
time then shall be necessary for the loading thereof. 

XIX. - Every person offending against any of the above bye-laws shall forfeit and pay for 
every such offence such a penalty not exceeding five pounds as shall be imposed by the 
Local Board of Health, and in case of a continuing offence, A further penalty not 
exceeding the sum of forty shillings for each day after written notice of the offence from 
the Local Board. 

                                       I allow the foregoing bye-laws, 

                                                                                                     S. H. WALPOLE. 

Whitehall, 

5th March 1852 

 

 Cricket on the Ham  

 
TEWKESBURY. Borough Quarter Sessions.— The Borough Quarter Sessions were held 
Monday last, before A. W. Daniel, Esq. Recorder.  

The Ham Case. —Richard Mitchell, Geo. Mitchell, and Richard Preston, all youths, were 
charged with assault on Peter Smart, a police constable the 13th August. The count of the 
indictment charging them with assaulting him in the execution of his duty, was thrown out by 
the grand jury, and the prisoners were tried, therefore, for the common assault only. They 
were prosecuted Mr. Griffiths, barrister-at law and were defended by Mr. S. Pruen, solicitor, 
of Cheltenham. On the day in question Smart was directed, at the request of Mr. Joseph 
Ireland, to prevent the boys from playing at cricket on the Ham. Finding a great number 
there at the game, he ordered them off, whereupon, he said, Richard Mitchell kicked him, 
and he, in consequence, took him into custody. George Mitchell then struck him and 
knocked his hat off, and said his brother should not be taken and Preston also obstructed 
and threatened him. There was great disturbance; and a large crowd collected, his stick was 
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broken, his coat torn, his hat lost, and stones thrown, one of which struck him on the head, 
and cut it severely. Mr. B. Treeton, landlord of the Bell lnn, who was the only witness called 
by Smart, bore evidence as to the disturbance, but could give but little information as to its 
beginning. For the defence Mr. Pruen called at least half-a-dozen witnesses, from whose 
united testimony it appeared that Richard Mitchell used bad language to Smart when 
desired by him leave the Ham but that Smart commenced the assault by striking him with 
his cane, whereupon Mitchell seized the cane, which was broken in the struggle that 
ensued. Smart then got the youth down, and kneeling upon him till he was black in the face, 
twisted a chain round his wrist, which caused such pain that he fainted, and it was some 
time before he recovered. Mr. Pruen made a very able address for the defence. The learned 
Recorder summed up at some length, greatly in favour of the prosecutor. He also declined 
to allow the question of right to be on the Ham to be admitted into the case; putting the 
whole matter upon the ground of the credibility of the witnesses. The jury retired for a short 
time, and then returned a verdict of “Not guilty,” which was received with loud applause by a 
crowded court. 

- Gloucester Journal – 24th October 1863 

-  

 A Malicious Blockhead  

 

 

- Hereford Journal - Wednesday 17 February 1830 

 Weights and Measures  

 

As the old Borough weights and measures are the star museum display for the next few 
months, a little bit about their story seems appropriate. It’s a long story, as weights and 
measures have a long history, which stems from the ancient laws governing trading at 
markets and fairs. 

The earliest English laws date to the tenth century, when King Edgar decreed that 
measures should be the same throughout the land, and that standard measures would be 
kept at London and Winchester.  Later, Magna Carta decreed that there ‘should be one 
measure of ale and one measure of corn throughout the kingdom and it should be the same 
with weights as with measures’. 
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The enforcement of standardisation rested with the town bailiffs, and later the corporations 
and councils of market towns, and was a principle which underpinned the beginning of local 
government. Words we take for granted; fairness, fair play, and a myriad other refer to 
honesty at the fairs granted to churches and market towns. Markets had a court, supervised 
by the burgesses, to enforce laws and local rules. These were held in the upper floor of the 
market house (Tewkesbury’s was at the Cross, but demolished in the eighteenth century) 
and provided quick justice for complainants as well as those caught by the official market 
inspectors, who checked for quality and short-measure. 

National standardisation of weights and measures took a long time. Henry VII issued 
standard weights to county towns and important ports, Elizabeth I added more. They were 
all stamped with the coat of arms of the issuing monarch. It wasn’t until 1824, in a more 
industrialised age, that sets were issued universally to local authorities. This is when 
Tewkesbury’s were issued. As well as the ‘size’ they are engraved with the date;1824.  

There was a hierarchy of standards. The top of the tree was the Imperial Standard, held by 
the Government, against which the Local Standard, held by the Borough, was calibrated. 
The Local Standards, which are now in the Museum, were not allowed out of the building 
and were used to test the ‘working standards’ which the weights and measures inspectors 
took around with them to check on traders. This system maintained order and upheld the 
law for many years. It is still used, but in a very modified form.  

 
 

 Museum Talks  

 
The autumn talk programme is well under way. It started with reminiscences about the 
origins of the Medieval Festival. We then had a presentation about Cheltenham’s Female 
Orphan Asylum, where girls were taught needlework, followed by Simon de Montfort and 
the Battle of Evesham. 

We have a four-week break until our next presentation, given by Battle of Britain historian 
Dilip Sakar, entitled ‘Gloucestershire's Forgotten Heroes of the Battle of Britain’. This will be 
on Tuesday November 28th. Our final session will be a return, by popular request, of Patrick 
Furley’s Magic Lantern show, this time with a Christmas theme. 

It might seem early, but we’re now seeking out suitable topics and speakers for our spring 
2024 programme, and suggestions are welcome.. 
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 Other People’s Talks  

 
The Historical Society’s next event, on Tuesday 16 November, 7.45 at the Methodist 
Church, will be a presentation by Andrew Mellor about the Dymock Poets. 

The Gloucestershire Heritage Hub’s next on-line (Teams, not Zoom) talk, at 1.00pm on 
Wednesday 22 November, is about the county’s rich and varied railway heritage. It’s a free 
event, and can be booked HERE 
 

 Alley Strolls   

 
The regular winter programme of alley strolls, on Sunday afternoons, is going well so far, 
maybe because they very seldom, so far, have been on wet afternoons. The November 
strolls are on Sundays November19th (the Christmas lights day) then December 3rd, 17th and 
31st. 2.30 at the Warders Alley entrance. 

Alleycats contributed to Heritage Open Days with a photographic walk, assisted by Sam 
Morris. It was a wet and grey day, but twenty-seven people turned up with their cameras. 
The outcome was a very interesting afternoon and two hundred photographs, were taken, a 
selection pf which have been on display in the Library.   
 

 An Attempted Prisoner Break  

 
This court case in Cheltenham was reported in the Cheltenham Chronicle on 7th May 1840: 

Robert Gibbs was charged with assault upon the police, attempting to rescue a prisoner.  

John Murrow. a policeman, stated that on Thursday last, he was marching a prisoner from 
Tewkesbury to this station, and when near Piff’s Elm, the prisoner passed him by in a cart in 
company with two other men. As the prisoner passed he began abusing the policeman, and 
said that all the b-----y Rurals ought to be sent to Northleach. When they came near the 
turnpike by the Cross Hands, the men stopped the cart and got out. The prisoner then 
putting himself in a fighting attitude said to his companions, “Come on my lads, we are three 
to three, let’s have a fight.”  

There were several men passing at the time and he (witness) called upon them in the 
Queen's name to assist in apprehending the prisoner. He took him into custody, and 
handcuffed him. When he brought him past the Worcester Arms, the prisoner showed great 
resistance, and swore he would go no further. He was taken lo the station house.  

Henry White, another policeman, corroborated the evidence of the witness.  

The prisoner appeared to treat the subject with great levity.  

Mr. Overbury: - "You had better not look so trifling about it perhaps you will have reason to 
look otherwise presently.”  

Prisoner: - “I can’t help laughing, because they are not telling the truth. “ 

Mr. Corbet: - "Was the prisoner drunk?” 

Witness: - "I should say he was."  

Prisoner: - ”I was as sober as I am now.”  

Mr. Viner, addressing the prisoner, said that was a most unprovoked and wanton charge.  

The prisoner denied the charge, and pleaded his good character. He referred to Mr. 
Buckman. who knew him very well.  

Mr Buckman denied all knowledge of the prisoner, but he knew his father, who was a very 
industrious man, though unfortunately had but one leg.  

https://www.heritagehub.org.uk/events/secrets-revealed-online-talk-all-aboard/
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Mr. Stratford observed that the prisoner was almost liable to be sent to the Sessions.  

He was fined 50s. and costs, or in default to be committed to Northleach for two months. 

 

 One Hundred Years Ago  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 CONTRIBUTIONS  

 

This newsletter is written for supporters of the Museum. It is confined to local history, the 
background to items in the museum collection and things which the compiler thinks are 
interesting. I hope you also find them interesting! 

Contributions are very welcome, and will add to the range and variety of topics covered. If 
you have a few minutes to type up something you’re researched, or even to suggest a topic 
which might be of general interest, please email info@tewkesburymuseum.org . 

The circulation of this email is to a list which has not been updated for a while. If you no 
longer want to be on that list, just reply to this email with ‘UNSUBSCRIBE’ in the subject 
box. 
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