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The last newsletter for 2023. Wishing everyone a happy Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year. 

 Causes of Death  

 
These figures seem to relate to London, for the week ending 19th  March 1767. They 
analyse causes of deaths:                                      

Aged  29 
Consumption  86 
Convulsions 114 
Dropsy  18 
Fever  62 
Lunatick (sic)   3 
Mortification   3 
Small-pox 23 
Stillborn 12 
Teeth 18 
Died by the bite of a mad dog 1 
Killed by a fall    1 
Killed by a cart  1 
  

 

 The Tibble Stone  

 

In the museum’s extensive collection of photographs is this one 
of the Tibble Stone at Teddington Cross Hands, a location which 
had some significance well over a thousand years ago. 

The Tibble stone was mentioned in the Doomsday book and 
again in the eighteenth century. It was marked on the early OS 
maps, but then it disappeared. When the Teddington Hands 
Garage decided to improve the verge in front of their forecourt in 
1948 they found it buried there, and it was re-installed in its 
proper location.  

It is said to mark the meeting-place of the ancient Hundred of 
Tibblestone, a Saxon administrative division of uncertain origin. 
The Hundred possibly once stretched from Deerhurst to Hinton 
on the Green, making the location central, but in its final form 
consisted of Beckford, Ashton-under-Hill and Hinton parishes 
(which were all in Gloucestershire until 1931). 

Any old and unusual feature attracts folklore, and this was no exception. There are variants, 
but in essence a giant was challenged to throw a rock from Dixton Hill to the River Avon at 
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Tewkesbury but his foot slipped as he let it go, and it only went as far as Teddington cross-
road. The marks on the stone are the giant’s finger-marks. 

 

 Deepening the Severn  

 
In 1946, Worcester City Council commissioned the 
University of Birmingham to prepare a plan for the 
long-term redevelopment of the city, and transport was 
a key consideration. Traffic was beginning to clog the 
town and the published plan was keen on something 
which the Severn Commissioners, the navigation 
authority, had been working on since 1944. To re-
engineer the river to allow 800-ton ships to reach 
Worcester, 300-ton barges to Stourport and 100-ton 
barges to the Mersey.   

Water transport was seen as the future, following the 
example of Europe and Diglis, in Worcester was 
planned as an inland hub, with connections up the 
Severn and on to the Mersey followed by major 
improvements to the canal to Birmingham. 

The planned works included modifications to the Haw 
and Mythe bridges to allow greater ‘air draft’, dredging 
the river to a depth of twelve feet and complete 
rebuilding of the lock at Upper Lode. The total cost was 
never calculated. 

In December 1944, the scheme was launched at 
Worcester Guildhall in the presence of Noel Baker MP, 
the responsible Minister. Tewkesbury Borough and businesses were represented.  

As consultation spread wider, potential problems were raised. The Drainage Board were 
concerned about water retention and flooding, as was the National Farmer’s Union, 
particularly the Tewkesbury branch, there was concern both about the effect on flooding. 

Design work continued slowly and by 1947 there were complaints that plans for flood relief 
and bank protection were being delayed by lack of information about the scheme. There 
were also doubts about the wisdom of dredging the river to such a depth, the cost of 
maintaining the depth and erosion of the banks. The scheme never received the 
government funding it needed and was quietly dropped. 

Tewkesbury was not considered as an inland port, but who knows what might have 
happened if the scheme had turned out to be feasible? 

  

 Ounces and Scruples   

 
As the old Borough weights and measures are the star museum display for the next few 
months, a little bit about their story seems appropriate. It’s a long story, as weights and 
measures have a long history, which stems from the ancient laws governing trading at 
markets and fairs. 

Weights have a long and complicated history. The ancient Mediterranean trading 
civilisations used seeds; liquorish and carob; because of their consistent weights. Later, the 
wheat grain became the basis of European measurement of weight. As the use of metric 
weights spread, the standard has changed.  
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Larger units than grains were needed for general trading, and for that the pound was used. 
(the latin ‘Libra Pondo, meaning ‘a pound by weight’ is the derivation of the abbreviation 
‘lb’). An early problem was lack of standardisation, but over time we settled on just two 
different measures of pounds; Troy (5,760 grains) used for gold and silver and Avoirdupois 
(7,000 grains), used for general commerce. Not only are the pounds different but ounces 
are as well. There are sixteen ounces in an avoirdupois pound and twelve in a troy pound.  

The Georgian government decided to standardise on the troy pound, which was not a 
popular decision amongst traders. An Imperial Standard troy pound was manufactured and 
lodged in the Houses of Parliament. However, it was destroyed when Parliament burned 
down in 1834 and the attempt was abandoned. A new Imperial Standard of 7,000 grains 
was manufactured and until metrication avoirdupois and troy weights survived alongside 
each other. 

The apothecaries system used by chemists uses the troy ounce of 480 grains. There are 8 
drachms in an ounce and 3 scruples in a drachm. Only needing small weights, there is no 
pound in the system.   

The Avoirdupois system doesn’t stop at pounds. 112 pounds is a hundredweight. It isn’t at 
all clear why it is 112 and not 100 (adopted in America) but it was a definition arising from 
the 1835 Weights and Measures Act. It allows the stone of 14 pounds to be one eighth of a 
hundredweight. The stone seems to be a unit introduced by butchers, so may predate the 
larger unit. Even more obscurely, the largest imperial unit of weigh, the ton, started life as a 
unit of volume; that contained in the largest of casks; the tun. 

As well as market laws against short measure which required inspection of trader’s weights, 
there was also a need to weigh carts of goods for toll purposes, so weighing houses and 
weighbridges were introduced to service markets, particularly beast markets, in the 
nineteenth century. Tewkesbury’s weighbridge, in the High Street close to the old Sun 
Street, was demolished in 1914 when a traction engine drove over it and collapsed it. 

 

 Oddo and Doddo  

 

The myth that the first Tewkesbury monastery was founded in 715 by Oddo and Doddo, 
Mercian lords, who were buried at Pershore Abbey in 725. Their brother Almeric, it was 
said, was buried at a little chapel at Deerhurst, The source of this story is Tudor antiquarian 
William Camden.  

Camden associates Oddo and Doddo with another foundation; Dudley Castle, or a Saxon 
forerunner of the Norman castle. Oddo is also linked to the village of Oddingley, 
Worcestershire. The derivation of the name is ‘The woodland clearing of the family or 
followers of Odda. It was said that Doddo became a monk and ‘lived a bachelor all his life 
out of fear that any son of his might commit sacrilege’. 

 

 The End of Another Doddo  

 
From the Tewkesbury Register; June 18th 1965: 

Behind an ugly fence of corrugated sheeting in High Street can be heard the sound of heavy 
hammer blows. Smoke rises from huge bonfires at the rear. The noise and the smoke 
indicates the death knell of some more Tewkesbury buildings, which are being razed to the 
ground in the name of progress. Undoubtedly some of the properties between 81 and 95 
High Street are of little historical value or interest and are better out of the way. Others. 
however, are part of the ancient heart of Tewkesbury, have a meaning for many people. but 
will now disappear tot ever. One of the buildings which is being scythed out of existence is 
the centuries-old property which once housed the Doddo Restaurant, named after one of 
the founders of the earliest monastery in Tewkesbury. A feature of this building was the 
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lovely bay window, and the door. too, was worthy of preservation Mrs. Phyllis Howells. 
energetic secretary of the recently-formed Tewkesbury Civic Society. is making strenuous 
efforts to see that the door does not end up as a heap of ashes. along with everything else. 
Even the demolition contractors who, by the very nature of their job. wield their hammers 
and drive their bulldozers in a cold, impersonal way. are not overjoyed about the "killing" 
they are carrying out in High Street. 

 

 Past Tewkesbury  

 

W J Gardner’s Tewkesbury guide book from 1902/3 contains a series of sixty full-page 
advertisements for Tewkesbury businesses, most with photographs of the premises.  

 

Like most of the properties between Jennings’ carpet shop and the Crescent, 18 
Church Street is now a private house, but it had a long history as a butcher’s shop 
and before that (inevitably) a pub. 

In about 1808, William Bubb demolished the buildings which occupied the site and 
William Gardner had the present building erected. It was a substantial tavern, 
called the ‘Three Legs’ and then the ‘Chequers’. It traded until 1869, when William 
Dossett, the last landlord, sold up. William Morse bought the property and opened 
it as a butcher’s shop. 

William Morse had problems with his neighbour at No 17; James Blount Lewis, 
who objected, unsuccessfully, to Mr Morse building a slaughterhouse in the land 
behind and then to the iron frieze erected above the shop window. Again, his 
objection failed, and the latter feature is there to this day. 

William Morse died in 1870, at the age of 41. His wife Rose took over the 
management of the shop, and remarried. When her second husband died, she 
married again and moved to Gloucester. William Bloxham bought the shop. He 
traded there until his death in 1908. 

When the Bloxham’s left their name remained and successive butchers traded as 
Bloxham’s until Charles Harding, the last butcher, was declared bankrupt in 1939.  

During the war, the Government acquired the building and the Ministry of Labour 
ran an office there. In 1945, attempts to sell it didn’t meet the vendor’s 
expectations and it remained vacant until the end of the year when it was 
transferred to the Borough to help relieve the acute housing shortage. It was 
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converted to three flats, which have survived as such for seventy-five years.  

 
 

 Museum Talks  

 
The last presentation of what has been a varied and interesting autumn series will be on 
Tuesday 12th. We started the year, in February with a magic lantern show presented by 
Patrick Furley. It was so popular, and entertaining, that he has agreed to return to end the 
year with his special Christmas show. The ideal event to get you into the Christmas spirit. 

Planning the next series of talks, in the spring, is now under way. We have the dates; 
February 20th, March 5th and 19th, April 2nd and 16th. Subjects will be announced once 
they’re finalised. 
                             

 Other People’s Talks  

 
The Civic Society’s next talk is called ‘The Monarch’s Way’, and is about Charles II’s escape 
from Tewkesbury after the Battle of Worcester. Presented by Howard Robinson, it will be in 
the Library on Thursday 11th January 2024 at 7.30.  

Gloucestershire Archives have an on-line talk in their ‘Secrets Revealed’ series on 
Wednesday 25th January, 1-2pm, entitled ‘Opening the door on house history’. To book, 
click HERE. 
The last on-line Archives talk, ‘All Aboard’, about Gloucestershire’s railways is available to 
view on You Tube. Click HERE 
  

 December 22 1923  

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://heritage-hub.gloucestershire.gov.uk/january-2023/events/gloucestershire-archives-secrets-revealed-online-talk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ip_AT-MjiH8
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From the Tewkesbury Register 

 

 Alley Strolls   

 
The summer programme of Wednesday evening alley strolls is now in progress, with the 
next walks on 19th (Barton Street) August 2nd. (Church Street) and August 16th (High Street), 
They start at 7.00, from the High Street at the bottom of Warder’s Alley.  

 

 

 CONTRIBUTIONS  
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This newsletter is written for supporters of the Museum. It is confined to local history, the 
background to items in the museum collection and things which the compiler thinks are 
interesting. We hope you also find them interesting! 

Contributions would be very welcome, and will add to the range and variety of topics 
covered. If you have a few minutes to type up something you’re researched, or even to 
suggest a topic which might be of general interest, please email 
imannscourt@argonet.co.uk . 

The circulation of this email is to a list which has not been updated for a while. If you no 
longer want to be on that list, just reply to this email with ‘UNSUBSCRIBE’ in the subject 

box. 
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