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Welcome to the first newsletter of 2024. This should be a memorable year, with the 
museum building at last being waterproof, conserved and heated. It should be handed over, 
pristine, in the late spring ready to be repopulated by familiar objects, but in a new 
configuration, including a new display for Raymond Priestley and with a room dedicated to 
temporary exhibitions. If all goes well, we might be opening to the public before the summer 
rush of visitors, but it is going to take a lot of volunteering to recommission it. Happy New 
Year! 

Meanwhile, we entertain and enlighten the occasional visitor to the Town Hall with short 
tours, and with trying to identify faces on old photographs. There is a new set of photos for 
the New Year. The suggestions for the earlier set are being analysed.  
 

 A Tewkesbury Witch  

 

A rare old work, “printed for john Harris, at the Harrow, in the Poultry,” has, amongst a few 

other remarkable trials for witchcraft, the following. The curious old volume, however, in the 

process of binding, has had one or two lines at the bottom of each page cut away, so much 

so as to render the narrative slightly incomplete, as will be seen by the asterisks inserted. 

The account of the witch in question is thus headed: - 
 

“Another Relation of a Tewkesbury Witch, tried at Gloucester, 1649. “ 

“At Tewkesbury, a man, who had sow and pigs, observing his sow to have great store of 

milk, and yet the pigs to be almost famished, and consulting with his neighbours about it, 

they all concluded that she must needs be suckled by something else, and so the pigs be 

robbed of milk. Whereupon he resolved to watch until he found out the matter: and having 

placed himself conveniently for that purpose, at last he saw a black four-footed creature like 

a polecat come and beat away the   

* * * 

hand, he ran the prongs into the thigh of it, and ran it to the ground; yet it struggled so as to 

get off from him at last! There were some neighbours not far off, but they saw no such 

creature, but they saw a wench go away, and that blood fell from her as she went; 

whereupon they searched [for] her, and found her so wounded, as the man said he had 

wounded the thing he found sucking. And thereupon she was apprehended, and tried at 

Gloucester Assizes; where tis was given in evidence against her.” 

It does not appear what became of the poor creature, but the narrator gravely adds, alluding 

as well to another “Relation of a Lancashire witch”: - 

“These two relations I received from a person of quality, of good ability, and of 

unquestionable credit, who was present at both of the trials, and wrote them in his 
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presence, and afterwards read them to him: and he assured me that they were very true in 

all the particulars, as they were given in evidence.” 

 

This tantalising, fragment appeared in the Gloucester Journal of 6 February 1864. It relates 
back to a time when witch hunting was somewhat a sport and shortly after the reign of terror 
of Matthew Hopkins, Witchfinder General (1644-47) 

Another source says that Betty L. of Tredington took the form of “summat like a cat” and 
was hurt by a pitchfork one night and was found with a wound to her arm which wouldn’t 
heal. This sounds like the same person, but it says nothing about her fate. 

 

 Mummers  

 

For the past twenty-five years or so, the Tewkesbury Mummers have visited the pubs of 
Tewkesbury on Boxing day to perform their traditional folk play. The same thing happens all 
over the country with slight variations to the words, the locations and the costumes. The 
Gloucester Mummers perform outside the Cathedral, others perform at Bisley, Coleford, 
Stroud, Cheltenham and doubtless lots of other places.  

Where the play originated is a mystery, but from 
Armagh to Elgin to Penzance they all take the same 
form. A hero challenges a villain to fight and defeats 
him. A doctor appears and revives him. The hero 
challenges a second villain and defeats him. The 
doctor reappears and revives him and the hero is 
feted for his bravery. The play is a precursor of the 
modern pantomime and owes a lot to commedia 
dell’arte. There are records of mummers back in the 
thirteenth century, and Bottom’s ‘play within a play’ 
in A midsummer Night’s Dream is referred to as 
mumming. The word probably comes from the High 
German word for disguise. A name used for 
mumming in Derbyshire is guising. 

The reason for disguise probably related to the 
early performances, which were by working people 
in upper class residences as a way of begging food 
or money.  

Some plays, and groups, can trace their roots back 
to Victorian times but most are post-war revivals as interest in tradition was revived. There 
is no trace of there having been a mumming tradition in Tewkesbury and the present play is 
an amalgam of others. It was started by the late Len Clatworthy as a winter activity for the 
medieval festival team. 2004 is planned as a year of renewal and recruitment, so if anyone 
is interested there are roles available. 

 

 Mr Spurrier’s History  

 
Mr Spurrier, watch and clock maker, was, in the late nineteenth century the town’s unofficial 
historian. In 1884 he delivered a lecture on the subject of the Battle of Tewkesbury in the 
Baptist Sunday School room. He described the fifteenth century town, Here follows his 
general description of the town, as he believed it to be. 

The streets then were not one continuous line of houses excluding from light every view of 
the surrounding country, but the Church Street especially was composed of detached villa 
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residences, each standing in its own garden, which on the west side went down to the river 
Avon, and on the east side reaching nearly to the Swilgate. A considerable space was then 
left between each house, affording a fresh prospect on the one side of Perry Hill garden, the 
Vineyards and grand Castle of Holme, the residence of the lords of Tewkesbury, while on 
the other the eye rested upon the Park, the windmill in the corner of the upland meadow, the 
hanging wood that skirted the Lower Lode Lane, and on the other side of the Severn the 
distant woods of Fordington (Forthampton) and Malvern Chase, while close to the town, like 
a beautiful green lawn, the people’s own common land, the matchless meadow called the 
‘Ham’. Between these two pictures of sylvan and rural beauty stood in the centre of the 
foreground the majestic Abbey, with its stately pile of monastic buildings. At the east end, 
facing the town, was the exquisite Lady Chapel; a little to the north, standing by itself in the 
burial ground, was the Campanile or Bell Tower; on the north side, facing the Swilgate, 
stood the cloisters with the Abbot’s House; whilst on the Avon were the Abbey mills, and 
adjoining them the slaughter house and other offices. These buildings were in addition to 
the portion which now remain. At the beginning of the 15th century was commenced but 
never finished the great gateway leading to the Abbot’s house; in its unfinished state it 
remained for four centuries. A picturesque and pretty old town it must have looked; most of 
the houses were doubtless rude and uncomfortable compared with the comfort and 
refinement of today, 

 The County Ball  

This advertisement is from 
the Worcester Chronicle. 
The County Ball at 
Tewkesbury was an annual 
event there until 1906. An 
attempt was made to revive 
it at the Watson Hall in 
1938, but that was short-
lived. 

The name is misleading. It 
was a ball to attract the 
‘county set’, and one of a 
series held in every major 
town in the county, part of a 
lost tradition. 

The ball was held in the 
Assembly Room on the first 
floor, now used as the 
Council Chamber. This 
would have been the last 
Ball before the construction 
of the Corn Exchange in 
front of the original building, 
so there would have been 
an open yard outside, 
hence the construction of a 
vestibule. 

A report on the event 
appeared in the press 
shortly afterwards: 
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This gay meeting took place at the Town Hall on Tuesday evening last. The attendance was 
not quite so large as last year, but the enjoyment of the company was not curtailed on that 
account. The party began to arrive between nine and ten, and were conducted from the 
street to the hall through a vestibule constructed for the occasion. Major and Bretherton’s 
band was engaged, and the entire arrangements were under the superintendence of Mr. 
and Mrs. Trotman, of the Swan Hotel, and gave great satisfaction. Among the company 
present were —J. C. Dent, Esq., Mrs. Dent, and party from Sudeley Castle; J. J. Pocock, 
Esq., and - Walters, Esq., Puckrup Hall; - Wynniatt, Esq., and party; C. Porter, Esq., Mrs. 
and Misses Porter, Mythe; J. W. Empson, Esq., and Mrs. Empson, Ripple Hall; J. W. Martin, 
Esq., Twyning; Miss Timbrill, Major Berrington, Captains Woodyatt, Gordon, and Trafford : 
the Revds. J. Askew, Coventry, and Covey, &c. 

 

 Pecks and Bushels   

 
As the old Borough weights and measures are the star museum display for the next few 
months, a little bit about their story seems appropriate. It’s a long story, as weights and 
measures have a long history, which stems from the ancient laws governing trading at 
markets and fairs. 

Measurement of volume pre-metrication was confusing in the extreme, because none of the 
trades which used measurement started from the same place. Druggists, brewers and corn 
merchants had very different needs.  

 

 

 

This corn market report appeared in in the 
Stamford Mercury in March 1767. As well 
as showing the importance of this area in 
corn growing, it also illustrates local 
differences in measures used before 
standardisation in 1824. Whilst most of the 
markets sold grain in quarters the local 
ones used bushels, and their units of 
measurement had to be defined. They 
were: 

Gloucester: 9 gallons to the bushel,  

                   21 bushels to the score 

Evesham:   8 gallons to the bushel. 

                   21 bushels to the score 

Monmouth: 10 gallons to the bushel 

                   20 bushels to the score 

Tewkesbury: 

             8 and a half gallons to the bushel 

                   21 bushels to the score 

Comparison between markets must have 
been difficult without calculators. For corn, 
the common consistent unit. Gallons 
varied. In 1824 the gallon was standardised 
across all liquid and dry goods 
measurements, though druggists used 
fractions of a pint.   



5 
 

 

Selling and buying dry goods by volume is less fraught than by weight because of the 
differences in weight which wetness can create, so volume is the preferred means unless 
dryness can be defined and guaranteed, which wasn’t easy.  

In large quantities, dry goods were principally agricultural; types of corn, peas, beans and 
seed. Two gallons make a peck, four pecks are a bushel, eight bushels a quarter and five 
(not four) quarters make a load, or wey. 

In liquid measure, the gallon, a common unit with dry goods measures, was the ‘core’ unit. 
For domestic sales and pharmaceutical businesses, smaller units, quarts at four to a gallon, 
pints at two to a quart, gills at four to a pint, fluid ounces at five to a gill, fluid drachms at 
eight to a fluid ounce, fluid scruples at three to a fluid drachm and minims at twenty to a fluid 
scruple were the approved measures. It is hard to see how a standard measure for a minim, 
at 9,600 to a pint, could be developed, and easy to see the attractions of metric measures 
for laboratory use with the smaller units! 

There were significant differences between the official measures for beer and for other 
liquids (Wine, Spirits, Cider, Vinegar, Oil and Honey) in quantities of over a gallon, and 
different measures were used except for barrels and puncheons, which had different 
definitions, which must have been confusing for dealers in beer, wine and spirits, of which 
there were many. 

It’s interesting that there’s recently been an announcement that wine can now be sold in pint 
bottles, thanks to Brexit, but in UK law wine will still be sold in metric units, so pint bottles 
will be stamped 568ml.  

 

 150 Years Ago  

 

The ‘Register’ printed an ‘epitome of 1873 in January 1874. Here is what it considered the 
important happenings of January: 

1st. At the Council Meeting held this day it was decided to appoint a Borough Accountant, 
whose duty it should he to keep the accounts of the Corporation and the Board of Health. 
Mr. George Watson, who has held the office of chamberlain for many years, was elected to 
the newly-made office.  

3rd. Quarter Sessions. There was no prisoner for trial.  

9th. The Emperor Napoleon died this day.  

13th. Election of Verderer. A contest for this office commenced by the nomination of Sir 
Thomas Boevey and Mr. Goold. A poll was afterwards opened and continued for three days. 
but was then closed on the withdrawal of Mr. Goold.  

A Meeting in favour of Good Templerism was held at the Music Hall.  

18th. Mr. George Riddiford was appointed clerk of the peace for Gloucestershire.  

21st. Mr. Thomas Shipton, of the Farm Mill, Eldersfield, was accidentally killed by being 
drawn amongst the machinery by his clothes becoming entangled in it.  

Notes: 

The George Watson who was appointed accountant was the draper and musician for whom 
the Watson Hall is named. 

The ground floor office area of the Town Hall was then the court where local magistrates sat 
daily and visiting judges sat quarterly. 

It isn’t made clear, but the verderer was (is) a post in the Forest of Dean. 

The Order of Good Templers was a temperance organisation founded in America with rules 
and structures modelled on freemasonry but without the secrecy. 
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The Clerk of the Peace was a solicitor who undertook all the administration for the quarter 
sessions. 

 

 A Labour Dispute  

 
This item is from the Worcester Journal of 25 February 1854. It describes a social tension 
which still exists, but with different players. 

A dispute, ending in a “scrimmage", broke out last week among the excavators employed in 
carrying out the sewerage works at Gloucester. Mr. Guest, the contractor of the Board of 
Health, has sub-let some portion of the works; and the sub-contractors have been 
employing considerable number of labourers both English and Irish; but it is said that while 
the former were receiving 2s 9d. per day, the latter had either been receiving, or expressed 
their willingness to receive, only 1s 6d. Intimation was conveyed to the Irishmen that they 
would not be allowed to resume work unless they demanded the same rate of wages as the 
English. They disregarded it, however, and resumed work, but the consequence was a fight, 
in which “the boys” were completely routed, and sent about their business, half-a-dozen of 
them with black eyes and one or two with cracked pates. Some of them were chased as far 
as Tewkesbury. It seems that the maximum wages paid to the Irish was 1s 8d. per day.  

-  

 Past Tewkesbury  

 

W J Gardner’s Tewkesbury guide book from 1902/3 contains a series of sixty full-page 
advertisements for Tewkesbury businesses, most with photographs of the premises.  

 

This property, 25 High Street, is now an Italian restaurant, Zitto e Mangia and was 
previously Alley Cat, a boutique. The alley to the left is the severely damaged Wilkes 
Alley, the name of which gives a clue to some of the earlier occupants of the building. 

At the beginning of the nineteenth century George Taylor, Framesmith, (making and 
repairing stocking knitting frames) worked from there but early in the century Charles 
Wilkes, brazier, established an ironmongery business there, which passed in turn to his 
eldest sons Iddo and Caleb. They took a more adventurous approach to the business and 
seem to have over-extended themselves, opening a branch in New Street, Upton and 
investing in agricultural holdings. They first went into liquidation in 1880 but sold assets 
and continued tom trade until 1890 when their partnership was dissolved. Caleb 
continued trading at 25 High Street until the building was sold in 1894 and he was finally 
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bankrupted in 1896.  

The property was purchased by Oswald Brewer Moore who opened a grocer’s shop, the 
Central Supply Stores. What the ‘Italian Warehouse’ was is a bit of a mystery. Mr Moore 
died in 1920 and his wife continued to run the business until her death in 1931. Richard 
Lane took over, buying the property for £1,050. Still the Central Supply Stores, Mr Lane 
traded until his retirement in 1954. His son Ronald took over until the business closed at 
the end of the 1960s and the shop became a boutique. 
 

 

 Museum Talks  

 
The spring series of talks is almost finalised. There’s been a bit of a hiccup caused by the 
long Christmas break, but it will be resolved soon. The programme is:  

February 20th: Aspects of Hidden Tewkesbury: John Dixon 
March 5th : The Royal Progress through Gloucestershire 1535: Alan Pilbeam 
March 19th: A Brief History of Tewkesbury Time: David Bagley 
April 2nd : To be announced 
April 16th: Metal detecting in Gloucestershire: Nicola Potter 

All these are Tuesdays. Talks are at the Baptist Chapel, Station Road, at 7.00pm. As usual. 
 

 Other People’s Talks  

 
The Civic Society’s next talk is about Medieval Towns in Gloucestershire. Presented by 
Nicholas Herbert, it will be in the Library on Thursday 8th February at 7.30.  

The Historical Society’s first public talk for 2024 will be given by Kirstie Bingham, of the 
John Moore Museum, who will be talking about the history of the Old Baptist Chapel 

Gloucestershire Archives have an on-line talk in their ‘Secrets Revealed’ series on 
Wednesday 25th January, 1-2pm, entitled ‘Opening the door on house history’. To book, 
click HERE. 

This is something different. The Money and Medals Network at Warwick University are 
opening their new talks series with an on-line presentation about the basics of numismatics 
on Wednesday 17th January at 12:30 pm. To book, click HERE. It will also be available as a 
video after the event.  
 

 A Laughable Hoax.  

 
A laughable hoax was played off on the good people of Tewkesbury on Wednesday 
evening. The crier having been sent round the town, by some wags, announcing that a feat 
of a most novel character would be performed - in other words, that Monsieur Macarte, 
celebrated French runner, would walk a barrel backwards from the Mythe-gate to the Black 
Bear Inn, in the short space of eight minutes, to start precisely at seven o'clock - the 
neighbourhood of the Mythe-gate was crowded by at least from seven to eight hundred 
persons before and right to the hour fixed for commencing operations. When, however, the 
appointed time came and passed by, and another half-hour had elapsed, without the 
looked-for artiste, suspicions were aroused, and those suspicions soon became confirmed. 
for it was evident that some sportive creature had taken the opportunity of imposing upon 
the credulity of the inhabitants. The crowd then speedily dispersed, and it was laughable to 
notice the circuitous routes that many took to reach their houses, in order to escape the 
laughter of their less curious neighbours. 

Morning Advertiser - 16 August 1851 

https://heritage-hub.gloucestershire.gov.uk/january-2023/events/gloucestershire-archives-secrets-revealed-online-talk
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/classics/research/money-and-medals/online/


8 
 

 

 Alley Strolls   

 
The alley strolls in 2023 attracted 635 strollers, compared with 532 in 2022. People are 
interested in alleys. The first walk for 2024 will be on Sunday 14th January at 2.30pm, and 
they’ll be fortnightly until the end of April when they switch to Wednesday evenings. 
 

 The Postman’s Treat   

 
The letter-carriers and rural postmen the district had their annual supper at the Fleece Inn, 
on Thursday, the 18th [January 1866] inst. The costs of the evening were defrayed by 
donations from several gentlemen belonging to the town.  
 

 Some Rules of the Road   

 
In the reign of Henry I (1100-1135} it was decreed that all major roads (via magna and via 
regia) should be maintained wide enough for two wagons to pass. 
The Statute of Winchester (1285) ordered that all woodland should be cut down for 200 feet 
on either side of the road, to remove places where ‘a man may lurk to do hurt’. 
In 1697 an Act of Parliament required that guide posts be erected on junctions on the King’s 
Highways to point the direction to the nearest market towns. 
In 1767 it was made compulsory to erect mileposts on all turnpike roads. 
 

 CONTRIBUTIONS  

 

This newsletter is written for supporters of the Museum. It is confined to local history, the 
background to items in the museum collection and things which the compiler thinks are 
interesting. We hope you also find them interesting! 

Contributions would be very welcome, and will add to the range and variety of topics 
covered. If you have a few minutes to type up something you’re researched, or even to 
suggest a topic which might be of general interest, please email mannscourt@argonet.co.uk  

 

The circulation of this email is to a list which has not been updated for a while. If you no 
longer want to be on that list, just reply to this email with ‘UNSUBSCRIBE’ in the subject 

box. 
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