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The Museum is looking very spruce from the outside, now that the scaffolding has been
removed, but inside it is still chaotic, though it won’t be long until all the work is finished and
it can be reoccupied and the collection brought out of storage. It will be wonderful not to
have to listen for the dripping of water every time it rains!

An interesting picture appeared on Facebook recently, of King John’s bridge. Not one which
hadn’t been seen before but this was on a CWS Tobacco Company cigarette card, from a
series of 50 world famous bridges, produced in 1937. The interesting bit is the text from the
back of the card:

‘From historic extracts there is reason to
believe that the original structure of this
bridge was built prior to King John’s
accession in 1199. The builder is said to
have been Peter of Savoy, who built the OId
London Bridge. The structure now actually
comprises two bridges united by a road
causeway. One bridge (which we show) has
four arches, and the other six. There are also
seven land arches. The total length of these
bridges and causeway is 553ft. The carriage-way has a minimum width of 16ft 3in with a 2ft
3in footway at the narrowest part. In 1747 the arches of the Old Avon were rebuilt.’

No sources are given for this text, and some is clearly wrong (e.g. Peter de Colechurch was
the Engineer for the Old London Bridge, and there is no evidence that he ever visited
Tewkesbury). Whilst there are a lot of photographs of the bridge over the Mill Avon, the
Beaufort Bridge, over the Old Avon gets very little attention, and photographs of the
predecessor of the current Beaufort Bridge of the connecting land bridge seem to be non-
existent. The Giles Geast Charity Book, for 1747 says: ‘Four arches of the long bridge next
old Avon was rebuilt with brick in the room of three wood arches that were there, by Edward
Edgecomb, carpenter, and Joseph Frizer, mason, and they found all the materials and had
£35 and the old timber for the building of them’.

SPTUR i
NG JOHN BRIDGE, TEW

Mike Kean-Price is retiring as our Town Crier and the Town Council are searching for his
successor. There has been a long line of Town Criers in Tewkesbury, whose primary role
was to ensure that the things which the Borough Council wished to be known, in the days
before newspapers, were announced to the townspeople. Once the call was made, the
written proclamation would be fastened to post, an act which became known as ‘posting’
and is likely to be the origin of ‘post’ as a name used by newspapers.
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As well as the official, Town, Crier, or ‘Common Crier’ there was a demand from private
citizens for messages to be shouted, which was the role of a ‘public crier’. Anyone could set
themselves up to do this commercially, being paid for each message. The arrival of literacy
and ‘small ads’ in the local papers made the role redundant.

In 1841, Tewkesbury’s long-standing Town
Crier was John Malpas. This was a time soon
after the huge upheaval in local government
which had seen the old guard Conservative
councillors in Tewkesbury largely replaced by
radicals and reformers. There was a huge
amount of friction. In this period before secret
voting, John Malpas lost his job for voting the
wrong way, as these items from the
Gloucestershire Chronicle show.

The first is November 13™:

Charles Porter, Esq., of the Mythe, near
Tewkesbury, was on Tuesday, elected Mayor
of that borough for the ensuing year. Mr.
Porter is a Roman Catholic, and has been
Mayor on two previous occasions under the
present Municipal Act. Charles Batchford was
elected Town Crier in the room of John
Malpas, who had given umbrage to the
Council in the late [Parliamentary] election in
having tendered his undivided vote in favour
of W. Dowdeswell Esq., the Conservative
Member. Malpas had been crier for many years under the present and the old body
corporate. William Randall, an eccentric tailor, was elected Sergeant-at-Mace in the room of
the said John Malpas - Randall having the late election ratted in favour of Martin and
Easthope. [Whigs]

The second is November 20™:

John Malpas, the late crier of Tewkesbury, and who had recently been discharged by the
Town Council, Thursday morning week was taken into custody and placed in the
stationhouse, for alleged breach of the peace, having, since his dismissal by the Council,
continued to cry for various parties; but more particularly for crying "blue potatoes" in
opposition to the newly-elected crier. After being in “durance vile” for about two hours he
was set at liberty by the ex-Mayor, who had previously learned that the police had not only
exceeded their duty in apprehending him, but that Malpas, by ancient privileges of the
borough, was fully entitled to exercise his usual calling although a discharged officer of the
new Council. It is to hoped that the Conservatives of Tewkesbury will keep close watch
upon this matter, and see that the tyrannical and iron-hearted Radicals of this town do not
crush poor Malpas for recording his honest and conscientious vote at the last election.

Again on November 27":

John Malpas, the crier of Tewkesbury, since his dismissal by the Town Council, has been
presented with a new bell and entire suit of "blue” clothes, and still continues to give his
merry "ting tang” when employed by his numerous friends.

With a postscript on December 4™:

On Wednesday last John Malpas appeared in his new Blue habiliments as the “public crier’
of Tewkesbury. Since his discharge by the Whig corporators he has been employed ten
times as much as his opponent—the barber.

Charles Batchford owned a barber’s shop ion Barton Street. He met a very unfortunate end
after many years as town crier and sergeant-at-mace. On 8" January 1858 he was winding

John Rice, Common Crier (Town Hall Collection)



the Town Hall Clock when he suffered a heart attack. He was brought to the ground, but

died in the Corn Exchange.
Harriet Mclilquham

Harriet Mcllguham was the wife of James Henry Mcllqguham, Highway Inspector to
Cheltenham Corporation. She stood for election to the Board of Guardians of Tewkesbury
Workhouse in 1881 for the parish of Boddington, standing against the incumbent of 25
years, Mr Henry Arkell. She won resoundingly; 48 votes to 27. The Woman’s Suffrage
Journal commented ‘The election of this lady is of special significance, as it directly
challenges the correctness of the prevalllng belief that the nomination of a married woman

: e pa as guardian is illegal’. She had been refused the
right to vote, despite having the necessary
property qualification, because she was a married
woman, but there was no objection to her
nomination!

At the eleventh hour, Mr Arkell objected to her
election and an enquiry had to be held. He had
six complaints, most of which were about the
entitlement to vote of various people, but the one
which disqualified Mrs Mcllguham was a very
small technical point relating to her status as a
married woman and her nominators. The election

~was declared void, but she was not debarred

~ from standing again.

A new election was called, and her opponent was

Mr Piff; Mr Arkell had clearly decided that he

didn’t want the embarrassment of losing to her

. again so didn’t stand. Mrs Mcllquham was

MBS HARBINTT MALQUEAN nominated by three upstanding Boddington

~ [Photo by Avel Lewis, Cupeon. citizens; Mr. John Woodward, farmer, of

Uckington; Mr. Neighbour Tombs, of The Barrow,

Boddington and Mr. Bowyer, of Bamfurlong, and she was, pointedly, designated

“‘gentlewoman”, "farmer”, and "landowner farming her own land”. (she owned a farm in the

parish).

At the last minute, Mr Piff withdrew and she was elected unopposed. The first woman to

serve as Guardian of the Poor.

Her interest in the condition of the poor seemed genuine and compassionate, but she is
now remembered best for her involvement in the suffrage movement. The daughter of a
baker from Brick Lane, she seemed to remember her roots, and was an active member of
the National Union of Women Workers and of the Woman’s Freedom League as well as the
Women’s Emancipation Union.

Mr Spurrier’s History

Mr Spurrier, watch and clock maker, was, in the late nineteenth century the town’s unofficial
historian. In 1884 he delivered a lecture on the subject of the Battle of Tewkesbury in the
Baptist Sunday School room. He described the fifteenth century town. Here follows his
description of the Oldbury:




“Having given a short sketch of the grand lords of that day, Mr Spurrier continued his glance
of the town: -

The Oldbury was then an open unenclosed meadow, a piece of common land, and
numerous lanes and narrow streets went west from Barton and High Street on to it. At the
top of the town, spanning the Avon, was a stone bridge, supposed to have been built by
King John, whilst beyond it on the Mythe Road, raised above the meadows, was a long
wooden bridge for foot passengers in case of flood, Down the middle of the street ran an
open gutter or sewer, and numerous little ditches from the Oldbury field ran into it and finally
emptied lItself into the Avon down St. Mary’s lane. So dangerous was this sewer or muddy
gutter, that poor persons stationed themselves at each end of the town and obtained a
livelihood by leading the horses of travellers from one end to the other. The houses
generally were of a very poor description, sometimes consisting of two stories but mostly of
only one. Adjoining which was the shop in which the resident worked and carried on his
business, much like the blacksmiths’ shops to be seen In some villages at the present day,
but here and there were houses of a better class In which the wealthier merchants lived.”

We have alleys in Tewkesbury and a good
understanding of how they originated and why
they’ve survived. Lots of other towns have their
equivalent, with many different names, and the
names are often used for more modern paths which
don't fit the strict definition (as with Gas Alley in
Tewkesbury).

The town of Lewes, in East Sussex is of Saxon
foundation and has ‘twittens’, a name which is used
for passages in a lot of towns of the area. These
Lewes twittens are of a different origin to
Tewkesbury’s alleys. The town layout was heavily
skewed by the Normans, who built a large castle on
the north side of the High Street but the older pattern
survives on the south side, through a series of lanes
at right angles to the High Street running down to the
line of the old town walls. Like Tewkesbury, there is a
characteristic paving, in this case red brick and cobbles, but maintenance has, of course,
meant a lot of replacement with tarmac. The ‘authentic’ lanes are walled on each side, with
only occasional gates to access the plots beyond. The lanes are much wider than
Tewkesbury’s alleys, which has resulted in many becoming very narrow traffic routes. The
plots between are much wider, though. The normal width is sixteen rods, about 88 yards,
with up to twenty street frontages between twittens. They are about 200 yards deep
(possibly measured as a furlong). This initial planned layout is very different to the market
town burgage plot arrangement. It has been hypothesised that the plots were each occupied
by very influential people pre-conquest but the Normans and all subsequent managers of
the town have adapted them to their own pattern of commerce and living whilst providing for
easy access to the town walls for defence. They were largely being converted to car parks
and developed for housing before the present-day conservation movement put a stop to
random redevelopment.




Child Labour

Fatal Machine Accident. - On Tuesday Mr. C. W. Moore held an inquest on the body of
William Taylor, aged 11 years. Deceased was in the employ of Mr. John Hopkins, farmer, of
Chaceley, and August 25th was engaged removing sheaves of barley after the machine had
cut them but in the temporary absence of the carter he was ordered to lead the horses, and
while doing so he stumbled under the machine, the knives of which lacerated his left leg. He
was taken to the Rural Hospital, Tewkesbury, but lockjaw supervened, and he died on
Monday.
The verdict was “Accidental death”, and the jury said they thought there was neglect on the
part of the man charge of the machine, and were of opinion that all those in care of
machines of similar character should insist upon the person leading the horses to walk on
the safe side of the machine, and not before the knives.

-Gloucestershire Chronicle - 11 September 1880

The Red Pools on the Mythe are in the news because of recent storm damage to the
pathway between the Severn and the pools, which we’re promised will be repaired once

: conditions are safe. These large
pools were excavated for the clay to
make the bricks which much of
Tewkesbury is built from. The
Museum has some examples of local
bricks and there is a display built into
a wall in Clarks Alley.

In 1978, Charles Hilton wrote an
article for the press about what was
once an extensive brickmaking
business at the Mythe Hooke:

For brickmaking, clay must have a proportion of sand mixed with it, otherwise it shrinks
unevenly when fired. The sand produces minute air holes from which moisture escapes
during the heating process.

In some places Nature has produced a clay and sand mixture which is just right for
brickmaking. Such a mixture was laid down centuries ago alongside the bank of the Severn
at Mythe Hooke, a mile to the north-west of Tewkesbury.

Hooke, or Hook, is a common field name with various meaning, viz. a piece of land or slope;
land tilled every year; a projecting corner, point or spit of land. The latter is most applicable
to Mythe Hooke.

Obviously it would be cheaper to make bricks on the spot rather than to cart the clay to
another site. In fact, this is what happened, for there is ample evidence that the present-day
pools and withy beds at Mythe Hooke owe their origin to centuries of brickmaking where the
clay was dug.

Quite possibly, clay was dug here as early as 1540, for after Tewkesbury's monastery was
dissolved on the orders of Henry VIII, there was a building boom, and bricks were used to fill
in the spaces between the timber frames of the new houses being built in the town.
Previously, wattle and daub had been the favoured materials for in-filling. Mythe Wood was
extensive at this time, and probably supplied both timber for houses and fuel for the brick-
kilns. In general, brickmaking was a late spring and continuous summer occupation; in winter
timber was cut and stacked by the kilns ready for use later on.




It is interesting that the old Salt Way running from Tewkesbury to Droitwich and originally
known as the Kyvehull Way (possibly a corruption of kine hill), became known a Paget's
Lane after the Dissolution. Paget and two other men were among the speculators of the
day, and agents also of the Earl of Essex. They were very busy buying up monastic
properties for dismantling and in re-selling the lead and stone.

It is not an unreasonable supposition that Paget had interests down the lane now named
after him and that, as he was a speculator in buildings rather than land, brickmaking was one
of his subsidiary enterprises. In this way he cashed in on the building boom.

A further pointer to the affairs of that time is that a century later there are references to
brickmaking which imply that it had been going on at Mythe Hooke for some considerable
time.

Working the clay pits beside the Severn must have had its problems at times, owing to the
rising of the Severn in flood-time. Now, of course, the pits are permanently filled with water
and are much used by fishermen. The waters which filled the hollows as the clay was
worked out took on a reddish hue, hence the origin of their ancient name of Red Pools.
Nowadays people refer to them as the Old Clay Pits.

The first firm documented evidence of brickmaking at the Mythe Hooke is to be found in a
lease contemplated in December 1634 by Elizabeth Wakeman and her son John, concerning
the Manor of Mythe or Mythe Hooke (King John's Castle is all that is now left of the once
very large manor house), but excluding one acre of meadow at the low end of the Red Pools
which 'is now used for the making of bricks.’

It is clear that the Red Pools already established and named and that the area for digging
clay was being extended. The deal fell through, but two years later 13 acres of meadowland
adjoining the Red Pools and Middle Ground were sold, presumably to a Wm. Wakeman, for
in 1681 he established a charity of 20s annually for the poor of Tewkesbury and 10s for the
minister; the money being funded from his meadows adjoining the Red Pool and Middle
Ground.

By 1687 Brickmaking had extended considerably, for another Elizabeth Wakeman now let
the ‘Nether Brick Close’ to William Walker of the Mythe. He was a brickmaker and had the
use of the well ‘at the capital messuage’. The latter was Mythe Manor and the stone-lined
well still exists and even during last year's prolonged drought always had plenty of water in it.
Itis 90 ft. deep. William Walker raised his clay from the pit adjoining Paget's Lane, about
200 yards from the Manor House. It is now overgrown by willows which were originally
planted in 1793 to provide withies for basketmakers. Walker not only made bricks but also
roof and gutter tiles.

Within a short time of this agreement Elizabeth Wakeman let the ‘Further Brick Close by the
Red Pools’ where the ground had 'lately been divided into two parts’. Presumably
brickmaking was a hazardous business, for when Walker died his widow was sued for rent
which was owing.

Almost a century later, in 1760, Thomas Mann, of the Mythe, found himself in a similar
predicament. He was fined 20s for ‘failing to appear at court when presented with a
summons by the constables of Mythe and Mythe Hooke, on account of debt." Mann
occupied the brickworks set up in the old quarry close by the Manor House and not far from
the well already mentioned. A Mrs. Turberville had sub-let the quarry to he him but he had
not paid the rent.

The same brickworks were in use in 1793, worked by Joseph Mann. Then in 1855,
brickmaking both at the Mythe and Mythe Hooke took on greater activity for a time under the
enterprise of Sam Fryzer and J.Jeffries. They became well known throughout the district and
apparently prospered. Nevertheless, by the end of the 19th century the brickmaking
business had ceased to be very profitable, largely on account of the mass-production
methods of a relatively few favourably-placed large companies who could undercut the
market. Consequently, family businesses gradually dwindled away. Apart from the Red



Pools and two derelict cottages that were built with the bricks that were left behind when the
kilns were abandoned, hardly a trace of this one-time important local industry now remains.

[The derelict cottages have now gone and only the pools remain as a reminder of the

industry]
Past Tewkesbury

W J Gardner’'s Tewkesbury guide book from 1902/3 contains a series of sixty full-page
advertisements for Tewkesbury businesses, most with photographs of the premises.
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THE FAVOUR OF YOUR RECOMMENDATION
RESPECTFULLY SOLICITED.

10 Church Street, now Jennings’ carpets was Mr Alder’s grocers. William Alder first
opened his shop in 1888; it had previously been Edward Rossiter’s drapers.

Born in Malvern, William Alder became a respected and active member of the community,
being a deacon of the Congregational Church, treasurer of the YMCA, and a founder
member of the Tewkesbury Brotherhood (his wife did the same for the Sisterhood). He
died in November 1932, a month before his wife. The business was carried on for a while
by his son Fredrick, who went into partnership with Harold Gregson, but the partnership
was dissolved in 1936. The grocery days were over. Leonard Crow, an obsessive writer of
guite provocative letters to the paper, opened an antique shop there.

10 Church Street has recently been the subject of a detailed study by Historic England, as
part of the High Street Heritage Action Zone project. This has revealed some interesting
information about the property, the oldest part of which, the rear bays, dates from the
middle of the fifteenth century, the front of the shop being four hundred years younger.
The very comprehensive report has been made available, and can be downloaded HERE


https://historicengland.org.uk/research/results/reports/44-2023

The spring talks started in February, with John Dixon, with assistance, giving an excellent
presentation about ‘Aspects of Hidden Tewkesbury’, followed at the beginning of March by
Alan Pilbeam who gave us a very interesting and detailed description of Henry VIII, Queen
Anne Boleyn and Thomas Cromwell travelling through Gloucestershire hunting deer and
assessing the wealth of monasteries.

Our next talk is on March 19", when David Bagley will be presenting his Brief History of
Tewkesbury Time. David previously tried to give this talk in February 2020, struggling down
the old railway path on foot to Trinity Church Hall, carrying his projector, during a deep flood
and the early Covid worries but no-one else turned up! Let’s hope for a good audience this
time!

The remainder of the spring programme is:

April 2nd; Folklore around the Battle of Tewkesbury: Steve Goodchild

April 16™: Metal detecting in Gloucestershire: Nicola Potter

All these are Tuesdays. Talks are at the Baptist Chapel, Station Road, at 7.00pm., followed
by tea, cakes and socialising.

Already we’re planning the autumn talks, for October-December. If you have suggestions for
topics or speakers, let us know.

Other People’s Talks

The Civic Society’s next talk is ‘A History of the Dowty Group’. Presented by presented by
Ally McConnell, it will be in the Library on Thursday 14" March at 7.30.

Gloucestershire Historical Association are coming to Tewkesbury for a very topical
presentation on the topic of ‘Living with Flood Risk in Early Modern England, presented by
Dr Hannah Worthen. This will be in the Methodist Church on Monday 18" March at 7.30.

The Historical Society’s next talk will be given by David Elder, who will be talking about his
book, ‘Secret Tewkesbury'. It will be in the Methodist Church on Thursday 21" March at
7.45

Alley Strolls

Sunday afternoon Alley Strolls for March will be on 10™ (High Street) and 24" (Barton
Street). They leave from the bottom of Warder’s Alley at 2.30pm and last for about two
hours.

150 Years Ago

The ‘Register’ printed an ‘epitome of 1873 in January 1874. Here is what it considered the
important happenings of March were:

1st. Messrs. R. P. Brookes and C. Romney were elected Assessors, and Messrs. H.
Brydges and Papps Auditors.

6th. Winchcombe Parish Church was re-opened after undergoing a thorough restoration at
an outlay of upwards of £3000.

14th. Francis Connor, a lawyer's clerk, was committed fur trial for a libel upon Mr. E. H.
Barnes. stating that he had fraudulently obtained compensation from the Accidental
Insurance Company. Connor subsequently tried at Glo'star Assizes and acquitted.
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18th. Quarter Sessions. There was again no prisoner for trial.

22nd. At a hunt-breakfast given by Lord Northwick, at Northwick Park, a portrait of the Earl
and Countess of Coventry on horseback, surrounded by their favourite hounds, was
presented to Lord Coventry in recognition of the liberal and efficient manner he had hunted
the North Cotswold country for six years.

CONTRIBUTIONS

This newsletter is written for supporters of the Museum. It is confined to local history, the
background to items in the museum collection and things which the compiler thinks are
interesting. We hope you also find them interesting!

Contributions would be very welcome, and will add to the range and variety of topics
covered. If you have a few minutes to type up something you're researched, or even to
suggest a topic which might be of general interest, please email mannscourt@argonet.co.uk

The circulation of this email is to a list which has not been updated for a while. If you no
longer want to be on that list, just reply to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE’ in the subject
box.
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