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It’s been a bit of a difficult month so far, and I’ve not met any of my targets. Hence a very 
late newsletter. Sorry. 

The spring is bringing new green museum shoots, and planning for the return. The building 
is looking close to completion. All the plaster repairs are done, most of the painting is done 
and planning for restoring the fairground and battle rooms is in hand. It will be interesting to 
see the outcome of discussions about the other rooms. 

 

 St Mary’s Lane  

 

  

Before the carpark in St Mary’s Lane, it was a bustling though run-down area of old 
buildings. It was susceptible to fires, especially as some of the buildings were used as a 
chemical fertilizer factory. The historic presence of tan yards in the close vicinity would have 
added to the problems of the area. The growth in the need for vehicle maintenance in the 
twentieth century meant that cheap and easily adaptable buildings were utilised, adding to 
the problems of maintenance and safety. Eventually the Borough Council decided that 
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demolition was more economic than repair, and long before conservation became a 
consideration the buildings were swept aside to create a car park.  

The weeping willow at the back of the car park has a small brass plaque saying that it was 
planted in memory of Nook Cottage, demolished in 1947. Unfortunately, no-one remembers 
Nook Cottage, and the re doesn’t even seem to be a photograph of it. The tree is 
magnificent, though! 

 

 A Remembered Resident  

 

Richard Teoh was a Malaysian national, an Electronics Engineer who came to Tewkesbury 
to work for Moog. He liked it here and settled in, to the extent of buying a house in the town. 

Unfortunately, he was a victim of cancer 
which proved terminal. 

In the summer of 2016, his sister Rachel 
came here to look after him in his last days 
and to deal with his estate. She wanted a 
memorial for him in the place he saw as 
home, and settled for a bench outside the 
Carousel café. This site was chosen because 
of the fairground horse in the window. Richard 
was fond of horses.  

Time has moved on, and the horse has gone. Richard’s plaque is still there, though. A 
reminder of a man who came half way around the world and found a home in Tewkesbury. 

 

 Historical Society Bulletin  

 
Tewkesbury Historical Society’s Bulletin 33 has just been published. It is available from 
Alison’s Bookshop. Articles include a history of Healing’s Mill, researched by Joanne 
Raywood, the Quakers in Tewkesbury from Derek Benson and John Moore’s family by John 
Dixon. 

 Hitting the Tudor Hotel  

 

 

  

In January 1965 a lorry demolished the Tudor House’s portico. 
This, Mr Bigland said, was the thirteenth time it had been 
demolished in the last four years. Looking at it now, and its 
distance from the carriageway, this is hard to believe! 
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 April 2012   

 
 
One hundred and twelve years ago, the 
‘Northern Party’ of six Antarctic explorers, led by 
Victor Campbell dug an ice cave on 
Inexpressible Island and prepared to live out a 
long Antarctic winter, before a long journey to 
rendezvous with the ‘Terra Nova’ in November. 
Members of the party, especially Raymond 
Priestley, kept journals. A few years ago Craig 
collated entries for our newsletter. These are 
well worth reprinting. Here are some April 
entries: 

 
April 20th 1912: The temperature keeps pretty steadily at about zero. When there is no 
wind this is very pleasant. Today a stiff southerly wind was blowing and Abbott and Levick 
both got their noses frostbitten.” (From Victor Campbell’s diary) 

Priestley writes: “Since the shaft had been roofed over and the outer door fixed, not so 
much as a glimmer of light penetrated into the cave even at midday. It was necessary, 
therefore, to hit on some method by which we could tell the time in the dark in the morning, 
for we could not afford to waste matches. Three of the members of the party carried 
chronometers, and Campbell determined to use these for the purpose. When he woke in the 
morning he wound his watch and could tell the time within half an hour by the number of 
turns he could make. Eight winds meant that twenty-four hours had elapsed since the last 
winding, and therefore that it was time to rise. Supposing, therefore, that he found that 
seven turns completely wound the watch, he knew that the time was three hours short of 
getting-up time, and lay in his bag: asleep or awake until he thought the three hours had 
gone. He would then wake Levick and ask him to wind his watch. Levick perhaps would 
make it half an hour too early, and then after another spell Dickason was called, and he lit a 
match and lighted the reading-lamps, which had been ready snuffed and prepared 
overnight. 

All three watches were then wound to their full extent, so as to make a starting-off point for 
the next morning. After the lamps were once lit they were never allowed to go out at the 
same time until work was finished the next night, and so successful was this routine that 
only on two occasions during the winter was our allowance of one match a day 
overstepped. 

27th April 1912: The new fires had smoked so badly the last day or two that we had been 
obliged to try the experiment of doing the cooking in one of the alcoves we had picked out 
from the sides of the shaft, but this work was really too cold for the cooks to stand it very 
well. A considerable portion of the smoke, too, found its way through the door into the hut, 
and thus we had all the benefit of the smoke without the benefit of the heat of the stove. We 
decided then that, whether the roof collapsed or not, we must have a chimney, and on the 
27th I picked a hole through the roof with one of the Alpine axes, and we once more had the 
fires inside. At night the new chimney, which was only 2 or 3 inches in diameter, was 
plugged with a ball of tightly rolled penguin-skin, and we could thus stop' the draught at will. 
We found this chimney a great improvement, but from now on we felt decidedly more 
anxious about the safety of the roof, across which a large crack had appeared during the 
last few days. 

So far, fortunately enough, we had not been troubled very much by drift-bearing winds, for 
the cold westerly wind which had been our chief enemy was fairly free from snow. This 
immunity was not to last, however, and on the 29th we woke in the morning to find the shaft 
completely filled with snow. On such a morning as this the first duty of the messman was to 



4 
 

dig his way out to the open air, and I think that the whole party would agree that one of the 
unpleasantest tasks the messman had to tackle was this clearing of the shaft after a 
blizzard. It was necessary to burrow through the snow before a way could be made through 
which to throw it out, and the grease on our wind-clothes caused large masses of the drift to 
adhere to them. Before returning to our bags we always brushed as much of this off as 
possible, but we were never able to get rid of it all. 

Outside the shaft the unfortunate shoveller would find himself enveloped in a whirl of snow 
so thick and bewildering that it was necessary to think hard before he could gather his wits 
together and convince himself that death by suffocation was not imminent. Few things are 
more unpleasant than working in a heavy drift, and unless one keeps one's head it is very 
easy to get lost within a yard or two of home. 

Once the work was over it was very pleasant to get back into the calm atmosphere of our 
snowdrift home, and certainly the cave was a very snug and weatherproof shelter in a 
blizzard. The heaviest gale outside was only indicated by the sibilant hiss of the drift on the 
roof, or the murmur of an unusually strong gust. Such noise as there was was just enough 
to increase our feeling of security by keeping before our minds the thought of the strife 
beyond our gates. 

 

 The Road Club   

 

The state of roads became an issue as coaching expanded in the eighteenth century. The 
turnpike movement was a reaction to this, but parish roads were not turnpiked for many 
years. The Vale of Evesham Road Club was established by a group of Gentlemen of the 
area in 1792 to hold local parishes to account for the standards of the roads, and even to 
specify the methods of maintenance. Their rules and regulations, set out in W Pitt’s ‘General 
View of the Agriculture of the County of Worcester’ (1813) are interesting and could be a 
model for today: 

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SOCIETY TO BE 
CALLED THE VALE OF EVESHAM ROAD CLUB 

ARTICLE I. That this society shall commence on the first Thursday in September 1792, and 
the members thereof, consist of persons resident in the neighbourhood of Bredon Hill. 

II. That the members shall dine together on the said first Thursday in September, 1792, and 
in every succeeding month, at 2:30 o’clock, at the undermentioned places, in rotation, viz. 

The first Thursday in 

     September,       Crown, in Evesham. 
     October,            Angel, in Pershore. 
     November,        Swan, in Tewkesbury. 
     December,        White Hart, in Winchcombe. 
     January,            Crown, in Evesham. 
     March,               Angel, in Pershore. 
     April,                  Swan, in Tewkesbury. 
     May,                  Crown, in Evesham. 
     June,                 Angel, in Pershore. 
     July,                  Swan, in Tewkesbury. 
     August,             White Hart, in Winchcombe 

Dinner to be provided at half-a-crown per head, and half-a-crown for liquor, &c. so that the 
reckoning shall not exceed five shillings each when the bill is called for, which will be always 
at 6 o’clock. Any member not attending, to give notice to the landlord of the inn, one week 
before each meeting, or pay half-a-Crown for dinner, which must be provided according to 
the number expected. 

N.B. It is hoped, that the notice required from absenting members will appear necessary, and 
be cheerfully complied with, for the reason before given; but, although the meetings are 
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proposed to be monthly, it is by no means required that any member should attend more 
frequently than may be perfectly convenient. There will be no expense for non-attendance, 
and the only trouble to be incurred, will be a note to the landlord of the inn, that Mr. ---– will 
not be present. 

III. That any three, or more, members, assembled as aforesaid, shall have full power to 
transact any business, or affairs, relating to this Society. 

IV. That all who become members, shall accede to an agreement of the inhabitants of 
Beckford, Overbury, Kemerton, and Bredon, entered into the 18th of September, 1788, in the 
following terms-: 

“we, the undersigned, inhabitants of Beckford, Overbury, Kemerton, and Bredon, feeling 
very sensibly the inconvenience arising from the bad state of the roads in our 
neighbourhood, and wishing to act cordially and unitedly, in the best manner, for the 
improvement of the said roads, to declare, that it is our intention, from this time, to exert 
our utmost influence, by advice and example, to put the laws relating thereto in strict 
execution; and, for this purpose, we will be ready and willing to serve (at least in our 
turns) as surveyors of the roads in our respective parishes; and we strongly recommend 
to the parishioners to appoint such persons, as shall be most likely to execute the duties 
of that office, with regularity, impartiality, and diligence. 

“Signed, William Wakeman, John Darke, James Martin, R. Speediman, John Parsons, 
Henry White, J. Biddle, Roger Parry, William Heckes, William Freeman, Thomas Gibbs, 
Charles Tidmarsh, John Bricknell, John Alcock, Isaac Nind. 

“The above subscribers give notice to all parishes adjacent, that if the repairs of the 
respective roads are not more seriously attended to than they have been (the statute 
labour for which, duly performed, will in a great measure be sufficient), they are 
determined to unite in indicting such defaulters.” 

That, in order to excite the steady attention of the several members of this Society, to the 
improvement of the roads in the respective parishes, and diffuse a general knowledge of the 
plan and intent of this institution, these rules and regulations, together with the following 
advice to surveyors, shall be printed on a large paper, in the most legible manner, and 
framed and fixed up in the hall, or most frequented room, in the dwelling-house of each of 
the said members, as well as on the church doors, in the markets, and other places of public 
resort in their neighbourhood. 

[There follows a long and detailed lecture on how to make a good durable road] 
 

 

 150 Years Ago   

 
The ‘Register’ printed an ‘epitome of 1873 in January 1874. Here is what it considered the 
important happenings of April were: 

14th. A meeting of the Labourers' Union held at the Cross, when the usual violent language 
was made use of. This meeting was preliminary to a fete held at Ashchurch.  
15th. Messrs. B. T. Moore and John Garrison were elected Churchwardens of the Abbey 
Church, and Messrs. H. Brydges and J. Coleman, of Trinity Church.  
16th. A grand Bazaar was opened in the Town Hall, in aid of the funds of the Rural Hospital. 
It was continued for three days and produced upwards of £700.  
25th. A meeting of the Agricultural Labourers' Union was held at Bredon, which ended in a 
general “fall out" amongst the members.  
28th. Thomas Whitehouse, coal merchant of this town, was committed by the Hereford 
magistrates for perjury, but on his subsequent trial at the Assizes he was acquitted.  
30th. Mr. William Winterbotham, solicitor of this town, died. Mr. Winterbotham had been in a 
very bad state of health for some months, and by the advice of his medical attendant 
determined to try change, and left Tewkesbury on the 29th for London. He appears to have 
apparently stood the journey well, and soon after his arrival in town fell asleep, and 
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continued in a firm sleep till the following day, when he was observed by his attendant to 
cease breathing. Mr. Winterbotham succeeded to the practice of the late Mr. Joshua 
Thomas, and for several years past filled the offices of Clerk of the Peace and Town Clerk. 
The deceased gentleman was much respected, and was liberal in his support of any 
deserving charity or public object. 
 

 Past Tewkesbury  

 

W J Gardner’s Tewkesbury guide book from 1902/3 contains a series of sixty full-page 
advertisements for Tewkesbury businesses, most with photographs of the premises.  

 

 

George Watson was trading as a draper from 142-143 High Street from the middle of the 
nineteenth century. His business prospered, and he lived above the shop, with his wife 
Jane, seven daughters and one son, also called George. They were all talented amateur 
musicians. 

George Senior undertook the community roles expected of a respectable Victorian 
tradesman. He was a Magistrate and the Borough Chamberlain. 

George Junior followed in the family business. He served as a draper’s apprentice in 
Bradford before returning to Tewkesbury to work with his father. He took over the mantle 
in 1886, on his father’s death, and also had the expected wide involvement in community 
affairs, as a Director of the Gas Company, Trustee of the Building Society, Governor of 
the Grammar School and Trustee of Tewkesbury Consolidated Charities. 

George Junior is better remembered through his musical interests. He helped form a 
Choral Society which had a positive effect on music at the Abbey. He was a founder of 
the Tewkesbury Philharmonic Society, and conductor of the Philharmonic Orchestra for 
many years. In 1880, in partnership with Mr Grey, he purchased the Music Hall in Barton 
Street, renaming it the Philharmonic Hall. It later became the George Watson Memorial 
Hall. 

The drapery business continued to prosper. George went into partnership with his 
assistant, Herbert Perrett, who continued to run the business after George’s death in 
1909, assisted by some of George’s sisters. 
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The business had closed by 1924, though, when the National Provincial Bank acquired 
the premises and a century of association with banking began. The National Provincial 
moved out in 1941 and Tewkesbury Building Society moved in, eventually becoming the 
Cheltenham and Gloucester Building Society before being swallowed up in turn by Lloyds 
Bank in the game of banking Monopoly. When the TSB was recently spun off as a 
separate entity, the took over 142-143, where they remain today. 

Who replaced the ground floor frontage with ashlar stone isn’t clear, but it was likely to 
have been the National Provincial, creating a suitable image of financial solidity. The rest 
of the frontage is unaltered from the George Watson days, though it is no longer a large 
family home, having been divided into flats. 

 
 

 Museum Talks  

 
The next, and last, talk of the spring series will be on April 16th. The interesting, and 
sometimes controversial topic of metal detecting will be presented by Nicola Potter of the 
Cotswold Heritage and Detection Society.  

Talks are at the Baptist Chapel, Station Road, at 7.00pm., followed by tea, cakes and 
socialising. 

We’re a bit ahead of ourselves this year and are able to announce the autumn talks series: 

Oct 1st:   Healings Mill:                                   Joanne Raywood and John Dixon,  

Oct 15th: Pursuit of a King                              Marguerite Collins 

A detailed account of the great and heroic escape of King Charles ll from Cromwell’s army after the 
Battle of Worcester.  

Oct 29th: To be confirmed  

Nov 26th: Inns & Traffic in the Coaching Age:  Nick Herbert  

Dec 10th: The Great Train Robbery                 Ian Boskett 

Make a note in your diary. 
 

 Other People’s Talks  

 
The Historical Society’s next talk will be given by Michael Trott, author of ‘The Elgar Society, 
1951-2001’ on the topic of Ann Greening, the Mother of Edward Elgar. It is at 7.45 on 
Thursday, 18th April at the Methodist Church. 

The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey have a presentation by Professor Judith A Green entitled 
‘Ambition, Violence and Piety’. About the career of Robert Fitzhamon. It’s at 7.00 on 
Saturday 20th April. Tickets £10, on line or from the Abbey shop.  

The Civic Society’s next talk is entitled ‘Dr Edward Adrian Wilson; Cheltenham’s Antarctic 
Hero’. Given by David Elder it is at 7.30 on Thursday 9th May at the Library. 

On Saturday 4th May, the Battlefield Society are holding a conference in the Watson Hall 
entitled ‘Presenting, Preserving and Researching Battlefields – Yesterday, today and 
tomorrow. There is a full programme of talks on a wide range of battlefield topics. The event 
was originally planned to mark the 550th anniversary of the battle, but was delayed twice by 
covid and once by the Coronation. It’s unfortunate that the Museum display won’t be 
completed and open for visitors to view!  

Information and tickets from the Society’s web site HERE 

 
 

https://www.tewkesbury.org.uk/conference-2024
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 Heritage Hub Events   

 

Gloucestershire Archives continue their programmes of face-to-face and on-line talks. Their 
next on-line event is entitled ‘ A Nugget of Purest Green’, which will be a look at the varied 
environmental records that are held at the archives.  It will cover a broad and diverse range 
of topics, from the Commissioner of Sewers to the Verderers of Dean and as much else as 
can put in between.  

It will be held on Wednesday 24 April, 1pm-2pm. Details and booking can be found HERE  

.   

 Alley Strolls   

 

Sunday afternoon Alley Strolls for April will be on 7th (Church Street) and 21st (High Street). 
They leave from the bottom of Warder’s Alley at 2.30pm and last for about two hours. 
These are the last Sunday walks until the autumn. From May 8th, walks transfer to 7.00pm 
on Wednesday evenings for the summer season. 
 

 CONTRIBUTIONS  

 

This newsletter is written for supporters of the Museum. It is confined to local history, the 
background to items in the museum collection and things which the compiler thinks are 
interesting. We hope you also find them interesting! 

Contributions would be very welcome, and will add to the range and variety of topics 
covered. If you have a few minutes to type up something you’re researched, or even to 
suggest a topic which might be of general interest, please email mannscourt@argonet.co.uk  

 

The circulation of this email is to a list which has not been updated for a while. If you no 
longer want to be on that list, just reply to this email with ‘UNSUBSCRIBE’ in the subject 

box. 

 

 

https://www.heritagehub.org.uk/events/secrets-revealed-online-talk-a-nugget-of-purest-green/
mailto:mannscourt@argonet.co

